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Background 
Blue growth – the prospect of economic revenue and wellbeing from the sustainable 
use of ocean resources – has caught the interest of most coastal and island nations of 
the world, including many developing countries. However, the sea alone does not spur 
socioeconomic development in coastal communities. The aim of this study is to improve 
the understanding of how to promote local socioeconomic growth through the utilisation 
of coastal and marine resources in developing countries, with a particular focus on the 
role of institutions and infrastructure 
What are the key institutional and infra¬structure factors that promote local blue growth 
deriving from the use of marine resources in developing countries? 
That was the research question guiding four studies that were either conducted or 
commissioned by SwAM, implemented through the international development 
programme SwAM Ocean. Results from the studies has now been synthesised into one 
report. 
 
Method 
Four studies exploring the conditions for lifting coastal communities out of poverty have 
been conducted. The studies investigate institutional and infrastructure factors affecting 
blue growth and social development at local level in developing countries.  
1. The first study is a text analysis of grey literature identifying 17 cases of successful 
blue growth at community level, several of them implemented in the Western Indian 
Ocean region.  
2. In the second study a thematic review of scientific literature is conducted. The review 
include 90 scientific articles and involves systematic mapping, regression analysis and 
content analysis. 
3. The third study is a spatial analysis exploring how basic infrastructure affects blue 
growth and socioeconomic development correlates. It is a case study of 11 rural coastal 
communities in the Western Indian Ocean region. Data were obtained through a review 
of available literature and through spatial analyses of the selected sites. 
4. The fourth study explores lessons learned from promotion of local blue growth in 
coastal communities in Sweden. Applying a case-study approach, it identifies enablers 
and barriers, along with strategies used for overcoming them, resulting in successful 
project outcomes. Main methods of data collection have been surveys, semi-structured 
interviews and cross-case presentations and discussions in an online workshop, which 



was complemented by information from reports and scientific literature. 
 
 
Results 
Nine factors has been identified, based on the results from the studies. These are 
summarized in the synthesis report. 
1. Adequate, accessible and well maintained infra¬structure is a prerequisite for local 
blue growth 
2. Access to credit allow for new investment, technical upgrading and strengthened 
resilience 
3. Organisation of local community actors supports blue growth 
4. Coherent and predictable legal frameworks and policies form the basis on which to 
build local blue growth 
5. Efficiency of environmental regulations and their contribution to local blue growth 
depends on the degree of adaptation to the local context 
6. Integration with well-functioning value chains is important for advancing the local blue 
economy 
7. Good governance enables local blue growth as it signals the existence of functioning 
institutions 
8. Innovation is an important element for improving technologies and processes in the 
local blue economy 
9. Strategic planning can help to remove barriers and pave the way for local blue growth 
 
 
Conclusion 
The studies complement each other well and tend to raise similar results and reasoning. 
Factors highlighted by two or more studies are included in the synthesis. Note that the 
studies have different approaches and methodology. 
Some general conclusions made: 
• In order to enable economic activity at sea, investments and efforts need to be made 
on land. Successful promotion of local blue growth is connected to quality of 
governance, community organization, capacity building and access to credit and value-
chains. 
• There is a link between the availability of basic hard infrastructure on land and local 
blue development in developing countries. With that said, infrastructure comes with its 
challenges and can contribute to negative consequences in the form of degradation of 
natural resources. 
• Coherence within and between different laws and policies is important for the clarity of 
the goals and results that society prioritises. 
• Local blue growth must take place within the framework of environmental 
sustainability. By having environmental regulations and a functioning natural resource 
management in place, harmful practices can be minimized, alternative methods 
advocated and compliance with regulations and follow-up - sometimes in collaboration 
with local actors - ensured. 
• The establishment of new or more efficient marine industries and / or infrastructure 
can contribute to a negative impact on the marine and coastal environment. Not only 



economic but also social and environmental values need to be included in the planning 
of new infrastructure and / or marine industry 
• Finally, enabling local blue growth is made possible when political collaboration and 
progress take place on several levels simultaneously. The institutional framework for 
blue growth needs to be anchored in strategies, plans and policies at higher levels, but 
blue growth at the local level needs to ensure political support as well. 
 
 
 
 
  



 


