
Title: Good practices, key initiatives and 
issues for a FAIR management of 
marine data in the WIO region 

Brief background:  
Open and reproducible science becomes a key issue for all researchers. In particular, access to 
literature, along with related data and code is critical to foster research by ensuring that 
research objects won’t be lost beyond the lifetime of research projects. This is particularly true 
for the marine domain and open ocean where data are rare and hard to collect. 
 
In this context, over the past years, funding agencies, research organizations, scientific journals 
are increasingly asking scientists to define strategies and implement Data Management Plans 
(DMP) complying with FAIR principles (to make data Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, 
Reusable) to ensure that funded data and research objects will be well managed and can be 
reused in the long term (eg by assigning DOIs). 
 
However, understanding what are the underlying concepts, the good practices and the key 
stakeholders for data management is a first challenge. Once Data Management Plans have 
been defined, the second challenge consists in gathering the technical skills (human, software 
and hardware components) needed to implement these plans and becoming part of a network. 
 
Multiple organizations, projects and initiatives already deal with these issues in the marine 
science domain and in the Western Indian Ocean area and work on defining strategies (e.g. 
Nairobi convention, NODC, SWIOFC..). This open session will be an opportunity to present 
some of ongoing activities by gathering a network of stakeholders interested in these topics or 
directly involved in FAIR management of marine data in the WIO area. The programme will 
focus on the benefits and the key issues to be taken into account when establishing or 
implementing such strategies. 
 
This special session is proposed by the G2OI FEDER INTERREG project (2021-2023) which 
has funding to gather partners working on data management in Indian Ocean Commission 
countries. 

Session objectives and expected outputs:  
The main objectives of this session will be the following ones: 

● providing a better understanding of the global and regional context and incentives for 
FAIR data management 



● gathering key partners to discuss and summarize the vision of the regional network of 
data managers and related initiatives in the WIO area 

● help defining a regional strategy by promoting a set of good practices for FAIR data 
management in the WIO area 

● discussing blocking issues and solutions when implementing Data Management Plans 
(DMPs) 

● showcasing examples of technical implementation of DMPs 

Targeted audience:  
This special session is open to all and is proposed by the G2OI FEDER INTERREG project 
which focuses on FAIR management of marine data in the south-west Indian Ocean. The G2OI 
project will fund the attendance of 15 to 20 participants but encourages other partners to be part 
of this special session. This session target in particular the following profiles: 

● stakeholders asked to implement Data Managements Plans (DMPs) 
● Data managers interested in FAIR data management Plans for marine data, 
● Scientists looking forward to improve their understanding of DMPs and technical skills, 
● Funding agencies asking scientists to define strategies to better manage marine data. 

Tentative session programme:  

Special session:  FAIR management of marine data 
9h – 9h30 Welcoming participants  
9h30 – 10h Overview of the special session topics and agenda By organisers 
10h – 12h00 Overview of good practices and ongoing initiatives in the WIO 

 
 
 

Main concepts, good practices and examples for FAIR marine data 
management: standards, tools, Data Management Plans, legal framework 
(requirement from funding agencies, research organizations, scientific 
journals..), FAIR data management principles 

G2OI project staff (20 
minutes max) 

Time slots to present (inter)ational data related initiatives in the WIO (e.g. COI 
member states, IOTC, CBD…) 

Open to all (G2OI 
project and others) 

Making key initiatives interoperable: human and technical solutions to 
implement DMPs (standards, software and servers) 

G2OI project staff (20 
minutes max) 

14h00-17h00 Marine data management : a set of key use cases 
 Time slots for examples of data catalogs (fisheries, scientific cruises, 

underwater and aerial drones surveys..) and interoperability 
Open to all 

Building and sharing datasets to support artificial intelligence (eg  object 
recognition on underwater or aerial images) 

G2OI project staff and 
partners 

17h00-18h00 Wrap-up: summary of the day  

The organisers:   
● IRD and G2OI FEDER INTERREG project team and project partners 


