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The Western Indian Ocean- Early Career Scientists 

Network (WIO-ECSN) Special Session 2022. 

  

The Youth Ocean Decade in the WIO region. Current status, challenges and Opportunity for 

Partnership as we contribute to the Global Marine Life agenda 2030. 

Keywords: Youth Ocean Decade, Networking, Partnership, Marine life 2030, Western Indian Ocean 

region. 

Background. 

The Western Indian Ocean- Early Career Scientists Network (WIO-ECSN) was established during the 10th 

Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA) Symposium held in Dar es Salam, Tanzania 

from 31st October to 2nd November 2017. The main goal of the WIO-ECSN is to communicate research 

priorities from early-career scientists to the scientists of the WIO region and to provide a platform for 

facilitating interdisciplinary and regional research collaborations. Currently, the network is coordinated by 

a team of twelve elected committee members. The WIO-ECSN has 420 permanent members and more than 

2500 followers on social platforms from ten states of the WIO region, namely Comoros, Kenya, 

Madagascar, Mayotte, Mozambique, Reunion, Seychelles, South Africa, Tanzania, and for the first time, 

Somalia. The WIO-ECSN intends to convene a workshop as a special session of the 12th WIOMSA 

Symposium in South Africa to engage with its members and other regional scientists to define/redefine it's 

research objectives and priorities in the region. It also intend to highlight key role of youth networks in the 

UN Decade of Ocean Sciences. The special session will set a foundation of youth networks in the region in 

contributing to the UN global agenda 2022-2023 and expanding research and partnership opportunities 

between youth network in the region.  

 Workshop's main objective. 

The main objective of the workshop is to bring together the early-career scientists and regional scientists 

across the continent and from the Western Indian Ocean region with possible partners to define/redefine 

it's research objectives and priorities in the region and highlight key role of youth networks in the UN 

Decade of Ocean Science and its potential for partnership. This involves the discussion on the involvement 

of youth in the UN Ocean decade, explore opportunities and set strategies that will contribute to the UN 

Ocean decade agenda 2030 and AU agenda 2050 in the WIO region. 
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Workshop Specific Objectives 

The specific objectives of the workshop include the following. 
1.     To discuss the UN ocean decade and the involvement of the early careers researchers networks in 

the UN Ocean decade of Science in the WIO region for the development of early-career scientists in 

the WIO region.  
2.     To define/redefine our research objectives and priorities; discussing the current status, and future 

challenges of youth networks in the region. 
3. Establishment of partnership opportunities (Professors without borders, Nimit, Marine life 2030, 

ECOPs program, Ocean KAN hub, Youth4MPAs) of the network for the development of marine 

sciences and research in the region; 
4.     To introduce the UN Ocean Decade endorsed program to our network “FENOY-X” and the 

involvement of the different stakeholders in attaining the program vision by 2030. 
5.   To grow the membership of the network across less prioritized countries i.e. Somalia, Comoros and 

Seek mentorship from senior scientists in the region by targeting new members entering marine 

sciences etc; 
 

 Workshop outcomes. 

The expected outcomes from the workshop are 
1.  Establishment of a foundation strategy for early career researchers in WIO region to contribute in 

the Agenda 2030 of the UN Ocean Decade of Sciences and partner with different stakeholders on the 

“FENOY-X” endorsed program. 
2. Establishment of Capacity-building collaborations in different projects for early careers scientists 

(Professors without borders, Ocean KAN hub, Youth4MPAs, the Wims, Nimit, and the potential 

underwater program partners in the region. 
3.  Facilitate member suggestions to strengthen and establish the within and outside regional ties of 

the network among its members and other relevant stakeholders. 
4.  Register new members and co-opt members from any of the ten-member states within and outside 

the WIO region. 
5.  Obtained mentors at the 12th WIOMSA Symposium to guide the early careers of scientists to mold 

their development in their marine research activities. 

Targeted audience 

The workshop is open to early-career researchers, scientists, mentors, and other stakeholders from various 

disciplines. It is expected that more participants including graduates, post-graduates, and scientists from 

research and academic institutes, and NGOs will participate in the special session. 

Workshop Format. 

The workshop will be divided into sessions: 

·        The opening session: will be facilitated by the chairperson/Secretary general of the network who will 

review the current status and profile of the network and challenges and future opportunities. 

·       Operational activities: This second session will an open session between the invited guest, early-career 

researchers, scientists, mentors, and other stakeholders from various disciplines to share their 

experience,  knowledge and enthusiasm on the topic. 
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·       Theme: The Youth Ocean Decade in the WIO region. Current status, challenges and Opportunity for 

Partnership as we contribute to the Global Marine Life agenda 2030. To enhance and establish potential 

collaborations with, and enhance mentorship to early careers scientists in the region, creating a network of 

network for the transfer of knowledge such as Ocean KAN, Woman Network, and Senior scientists, 

Professors without borders, Nimit, etc.   

·      Network of Networks: This session will involves different networks, partners and stakeholders to share 

their experience and how they can get engaged with difference youth networks in the region. 

·       Closure of session: Closing remarks from invited guests of honor will be given. 

Table 1: ECSN - Session Schedule 

Time Activity Presenter 

16:00-

16:05 
Introduction and opening remark Chairperson of WIO-

ECSN 

16:05-

16:15 
Presentation on past, present, and future of the network 

(Challenges & Successes) 
General Secretary  

16:15-

16:25 
Presentation on Endorsed UN program “FENOY-X” & 1st case 

study of "FENOY-X" 
Chairperson of WIO-

ECSN & Co-opt 

Member 

16:25-

16:35 

Networking outside the region: Capacity building in Mozambique Rachel Thoms 

WIOECSN Co-opt 

Board Member 

16:35-

17:20 

 

Chaired by: Dr. Louis Celliers  - Climate Service Center 

Germany (GERICS) and Wiomsa board member 

Panel discussions Of ECS with Decade advisories, Funders, and 

Partners on how ECS can get involved in attaining UN agenda 

2023 in the WIO region.  

All participants 

Invited guest (To be 

confirmed) 
-Justin Ahanhanzo  - 

Technical Secretary of the 

GOOS Regional Alliances 
-Mika Odido - IOC 

UNESCO-Africa 

Coordinator 
-Dr. James Gitundu Kairo  -

Decade Advisory and Chief 

Scientist KMFRI 
-Angelique Pouponneau - 

Decade Advisory and lawyer 

in sea and natural resources 

law 
-Dr. Nelly Isigi  -Director of 

Conservation Leadership and 
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the Education for Nature 

Program. 
-Dr. Tiara Moore –Founder 

and CEO of Black in Marine 

Sciences.  

17:20-

17:50 

Presentation on Network of Networks Ocean KAN, 

Wims, Youth4MPAs, WIOMPAN, WIOGEN, Indo-Pacific 

Seagrass Network (IPSN), Western Indian Ocean Mangrove 

Network (WIOMN)  

To be confirmed 

17:50-

17:55 
The importance of youth networks for the WIO region - 

challenges for the future (WIOMSA board member) 
Dr. Louis Celliers  

17:55-

18:00 
Closing Remarks and together photo Invited Guest of Honor 

(To be confirmed) 

 The Coordinating Committee. 

The Coordinating Committee comprises early career researchers including PhD and MSc students from the 

Western Indian Ocean region specializing in various disciplines such as marine biology, ecology, fisheries 

biology, physical, biological and chemical oceanography, marine spatial planning, governance, and socio-

economic development. The committee will be divided between facilitators of the session, Presenters, 

Conveners and booth informers during the symposium and the main event. 

Table 2: Name, designation, and affiliation of current ECSN leadership 

Name Position Country Institute of Affiliation 

Riaan Cedras Chairperson South Africa Western Indian Ocean- Early Career Scientists 

Network (WIO-ECSN) 

Soondur 

Mouneshwar 
Vice-

Chairperson 
Mauritius Western Indian Ocean- Early Career Scientists 

Network (WIO-ECSN) 

Frank Mirobo General 

Secretary 
Tanzania Western Indian Ocean- Early Career Scientists 

Network (WIO-ECSN) 

Alessia Dinoi Co-opt Board 

Member 
Italy   Integrative Marine Ecology Department, Marine 

Research Center and Advanced Infrastructures of 

Calabria (CRIMAC)- Stazione Zoologica Anton 

Dohrn - Italy 

https://indopacificseagrassnetwork.wordpress.com/
https://indopacificseagrassnetwork.wordpress.com/
http://wiomn.org/
http://wiomn.org/
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Rachel Thoms Co-opt Board 

Member 
U.S.A World Resources Institute in Washington, DC, 

U.S.A 

Salima Hamada Country 

Coordinator 
Comoros Forestry Department in the service of climate 

change- Comoros 

Derick Omollo Country 

Coordinator 
Kenya Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute 

(KMFRI) 

Aina Le don 

Nomenisoa 
Country 

Coordinator 
Madagascar Institute of Fisheries and Marines Sciences 

(University of Toliara, Madagascar) 

Ceiça A. Chioze Country 

Coordinator 
Mozambique Mozambican Oceanographic Institute 

Ailars David Country 

Coordinator 
Tanzania The University of Dodoma, Tanzania 

Abdulrahman 

M. Dirie 
Country 

Coordinator 
Somalia Marine Resource Research Center-Somalia 

Deepeeka 

Kaullysing 
Country 

Coordinator 
Mauritius University of Mauritius 

  

NB: At the End of the session we expect to have a close table meeting between WIOECSN leaders’ 

team and the WIOMSA Board members. 

 

 

 


