
WIOMSA SPECIAL SESSION 

Coral reef restoration in the Western Indian Ocean: Lessons learned from restoration planning and 

implementation 

 

Venue: Board Walk Convention Centre, Nelson Mandela Bay (Gqeberha), South Africa.  

Date: 08:30 - 12:30, Friday 14th October 2022. 

 

Background: Coral reef ecosystems play an important role for the marine environment and local people 

who depend on them for their sustenance. Amongst the many ecosystem services provided, such as 

provision of habitats for a diverse number of marine organisms, reefs support the local economies of coastal 

communities globally (Edwards and Gomez 2007). Degradation of coral reefs worldwide is threatening the 

delivery of these services, consequently impacting the livelihoods of coastal communities (Edwards and 

Gomez 2007; Goergen et al 2020). There is an increased effort in coral reef restoration efforts both globally 

and within the Western Indian Ocean (WIO) region to assist the recovery of degraded reefs. Coral 

restoration is still at its infancy in the region with only a few small-scale initiatives. To date, the most 

comprehensive and well published work in the region has been implemented in the Seychelles, by using 

coral gardening methods. Nursery-grown coral colonies were transplanted onto degraded reef at the no-take 

marine reserve of Cousin Island Special Reserve (Montoya-Maya et al 2016). Other small restoration 

projects have been initiated but with inadequate reporting. In this special session, current coral reef 

restoration efforts in the WIO will be shared, including different restoration approaches applied and their 

outcomes. This session will provide an important opportunity to bring together these fragmented efforts to 

support better understanding and reporting of current practices. This session will also provide a platform 

for networking and knowledge exchange to improve approaches and success to coral restoration in the 

WIO.  

 

Session Objectives: The goal of this session is to bring together restoration practitioners and community 

members to learn and share experiences, information, and best practices in coral reef restoration, and 

establish a network of reef restoration initiatives in the WIO. The objectives are: 

 

1) Highlight coral reef restoration work being done by different organizations and practitioners 

throughout the Western Indian Ocean region 

2) Foster connections and relationships amongst restoration practitioners in the Western Indian Ocean  

3) Provide case studies from Kenya and Tanzania on the lessons learnt during planning and 

implementation of restoration activities to improve success of future activities  

4) Share knowledge and restoration resources among restoration practitioners Establish a network of 

reef restoration initiatives in the WIO  

 

Expected Outputs: Expected outputs from this special session include: 

1) An anchored networking of coral reef restoration practitioners in the WIO region 

2) A brief Action Plan for providing (subject to availability of resources, or connections) logistical 

support, capacity building, tools or financial support necessary to implement coral reef restoration 

best practices learned during the Special Session. 

3) Session report detailing partners that attended, speakers’ profiles, summaries of presentations 

made, and key highlights and insights from discussion  

4) Number of communities or practitioners interested to adopt reef restoration best practices and 

approaches (multiple sites). Sites for follow-up and support identified. 

 

Session Organizers: The Nature Conservancy in collaboration with Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research 

Institute; Mwambao Coastal Community Network (Tanzania); Kenya Wildlife Research Training Institute; 

Northern Rangelands Trust (Kenya); Reef Resilience Network; Nature Seychelles 

 



Target Audience: This special session will target coral reef managers, scientists, and local community and 

other restoration practitioners who are currently involved in or are interested in conducting coral reef 

restoration. A special invitation will be made to coral reef restoration practitioners working in the WIO 

region to join the session.  

 

Tentative Program: 

Time Topic/Activity Who 

08:30 - 08:30 Arrival and registration for the session Juma Mohamed, 

Mwambao Zanzibar 

9:00 - 9:20 Welcome: The Nature Conservancy (10 min) 

Opening Remarks: WIOMSA (10 min) 

Chair: George Maina, 

TNC 

Session Presentations: 

9:20 - 9:45 Part I: Global Resources  

1) Global Insights and Lessons Learned on Coral Reef Restoration 

Practice (10 min) 

2) Reef Resilience Network Resources (7 min) 

• Question & Answer (8 min) 

Chair: Dr. Judith Nyunja 

Phanor Montoya-Maya, 

Corales de Paz 

Kristen Maize, Reef 

Resilience Network 

9:45 - 10:40 Part II: Case Studies on Restoration in the WIO: 5-Minute Speed 

talks on lessons learnt 

1) Hamadi Mwamlavya, TNC Africa, Kenya 

2) Omar Ismail, Mwambao Coastal Community Network, Zanzibar 

3) Gildas Todinanahary, Université de Toliara, Madagascar  

4) Dr Ameer Ebrahim, Seychelles Fishing Authority, Seychelles 

5) Dr Nadeem Nazurally, University of Mauritius 

6) Dr. Erwan Sola, Mozambique, 

7) Nancy Iraba, Ocean Without Borders, Mnemba Island, Tanzania 

• Q & A – (20 Min) 

Chair: Phanor Montoya- 

Maya 

 

 

 

 

7 presenters 

10:40 - 10:50 BREAK  

Panel Discussion Session: 

10:50 - 11:50 Panel discussion - with leaders of restoration projects in different 

locations (60 min) 

1) Fisher community member, Zanzibar 

2) Hassan Mohamed, fisher community member, Lamu, Kenya 

3) Gildas Todinanahary, Université de Toliara, Madagascar 

4) Dr Ameer Ebrahim, SFA, Seychelles 

Chair:  

Dr. Juliet Karisa, 

KMFRI 

11:50-12:10 Summary of the Session and Next Steps Dr. Juliet Karisa, 

KMFRI 

12:10-12:30 Closing Remarks  George Maina, TNC 

Registration link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HWTBNRZ  

We welcome you to register for the session through the following link for planning purposes. 

 

Session contact: George Maina, The Nature Conservancy, gwmaina@TNC.ORG  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HWTBNRZ
mailto:gwmaina@TNC.ORG

