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1. Brief Background
While the importance of marine and coastal ecosystems is increasingly recognised, EbA has still not
developed the necessary political traction and is yet to be fully integrated across all sectors of
government. While some countries have national policy frameworks that include reference to the
importance of ecosystems, many still have a way to go to incorporate and mainstream marine and
coastal ecosystems in climate response strategies. This includes the incorporation of coastal
ecosystems into the next iteration of NDCs, as well as into new or revised oceans strategies, national
strategies for sustainable management of biodiversity, national development frameworks and
fisheries policies.

The South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) has been contracted by the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) to implement the project “Strengthening marine and
coastal ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA) in the national climate responses of SADC’s coastal
states”. The project builds on past research and policy engagement conducted by SAIIA in 2019 and
2020 on marine and coastal EbA in selected SADC states. This work has highlighted shortcomings in
the inclusion of EbA in coastal zones in SADC, regional cooperation amongst Member States to
manage and protect vital coastal ecosystems, and the development of a regional vision and ambition
in national climate policies and NDCs. The project is expected to run over an 18-month period from
January 2022 to June 2023 and forms part of the Intra-ACP GCCA + programme funded by the
European Union. The project aims to strengthen understanding of the role of marine and coastal EbA
in enhancing climate resilience among regional institutions and national policy audiences by
providing a stronger evidence-base to support the inclusion of marine and coastal EbA in national
climate policies and strategies. It will do this by establishing a regional coastal and marine EbA
Community of Practice and will produce expert led thematic studies related to coastal and marine
EbA issues within the region. The thematic studies will cover topics related to (1) EbA integration in
policy, with a specific focus on Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), (2) EbA in jobs and
livelihoods, (3) governance of EbA, with a specific focus on community participation, and (4)
financing of EbA interventions.

2. Session objectives and expected outputs
The session’s main objective will be to create awareness of the need for integration of coastal and

marine EbA into national climate policies of SADC coastal states, with a specific focus on those

states within the Western Indian Ocean region, namely: Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius,

Mozambique, Seychelles, South Africa and Tanzania.  Other objectives include creating awareness of

the EbA Community of Practice to be established as part of the project’s overall objective, presenting

a Regional Assessment on the status of EbA implementation in the region thus far, as well as

identifying opportunities for further EbA uptake and integration in climate policy in the future. Key
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outputs of the session will be increased knowledge on the relevance of coastal and marine EbA in the

SADC region, with a specific focus on states within the Western Indian Ocean region, the

identification of entry points for coastal and marine EbA policy integration, and participatory

knowledge generation on important coastal and marine EbA aspects for consideration for the rest of

the project’s implementation.

3. Targeted audience
The key target group of the project are national policy stakeholders responsible for climate policy

and biodiversity governance in SADC coastal member countries. Another key target group are

regional institutions with responsibility for the thematic areas addressed by this project (climate

change and coastal governance), as well as the broader research and development community. In

this regard, the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA) is an important

stakeholder to support awareness raising of this project, whilst ensuring the findings produced are

validated and supported by the wider expert community.

The ultimate beneficiaries of the project are coastal communities, whose resilience will be

enhanced by knowledge and experience exchange, and by a more coherent policy environment

supporting effective government action and the scaling up of innovative financing models, private

sector engagement and donor coherence for marine and coastal EbA.

4. Tentative session programme
The tentative session programme is outlined below. It is assumed that special sessions are allocated a

time slot of one hour, however the session programme may be restructured should this time

allocation change.

0-10min: Welcome and overview of SAIIA (10 minutes)

10-20min: Project background and objectives (10 minutes)

20-30min: Presentation on a Regional Assessment of EbA uptake in the region (10 minutes)

30-40min: Feedback from CoP meetings 1, 2 and 3 (10 minutes)

40-45min: Next steps and key gaps (5 minutes)

45-60min: Feedback and discussion (15 minutes)

5. The organisers
The South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) is an independent public policy think tank

advancing a well-governed, peaceful, economically sustainable and globally engaged Africa. Our work

spans foreign policy, governance, the environment, economic policy and social development, linking

local experiences with global debates.

The organisers for this Special Session are the Programme Head (Alex Benkenstein

alex.benkestein@saiia.org.za) and Climate Change Researcher (Hannah Sack

hannahsack@saiia.org.za) of the Climate and Natural Resources Programme at SAIIA.
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