
Proposal for a Special Session at the 12th WIOMSA Scientific Symposium, South Africa

Session Title: Progress towards a Regional Ocean Governance Strategy for the WIO

Brief Background:
The Nairobi Convention Secretariat (NCS) and the Western Indian Ocean Regional Ocean Governance Task Force (ROGS TF), the

Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA), GIZ (Western Indian Ocean Governance Initiative Project) and the

Collective Leadership Institute (CLI) propose to organize a Special Session on Ocean Governance in the Western Indian Ocean (WIO)

region to be held on 14th October 2022 at the 12th WIOMSA Symposium in South Africa. The aim of this session is to provide an

update and forum for discussion on the process followed and progress made towards the development of a regional Ocean

Governance Strategy for the WIO. This session follows on from a similar session hosted by some of these partners at the 11th

WIOMSA Symposium held in Mauritius in 2019. Considerable progress towards developing an Ocean Governance Strategy for the

region has been made since that time, and the intention of this session will be to report on the highly collaborative and participatory

process followed to date as well as delving into some of the thematic information and resources that have been inputted to support

the process. There will also be the opportunity to unpack the draft strategy and to receive stakeholder feedback on this document

and the anticipated process towards finalisation during 2023.

The mandate to develop an Ocean Governance Strategy for the WIO is longstanding and embedded in the decisions of the Nairobi
Convention Conference of Parties (COPs) and the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN). In 2015, AMCEN’s
Cairo Declaration called for development of an African ocean governance strategy in accordance with the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), Regional Seas Conventions, the 2050 Africa Integrated Maritime Strategy (AIMS) and the African
Union Agenda 2063.1 AMCEN 2017 (Libreville) further requested UNEP and the secretariats of the Regional Seas Conventions to
cooperate with the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and other regional bodies to develop ecosystem-based approaches to
ocean governance. The Nairobi Convention (NC) has been mandated under previous COP Decisions, and most recently COP Decision
10.5 “to finalise the development, in a participatory process, with the support of partners, the ocean governance strategy for the
Western Indian Ocean region as a contribution to the African ocean governance strategy”. To this end, the NC Secretariat and
partners have mobilised resources to support this process including conducting an assessment on the status and trends in ocean
governance in the WIO and key gaps, challenges, and opportunities in relation to global norms and best practices2

In order to implement the above COP Decisions, the NC Secretariat requested NC parties and other key stakeholders including the
private sector and other non-state actors to nominate individuals who could be able to represent stakeholder interests both to: (i)
partake in an intensive regional ocean governance (ROG) capacity building exercise (held in 2021); and (ii) to serve as a core group or
Task Force to support the development of the WIO-ROG strategy. The NCS and Partners have established a Support Team to assist the
ROGS TF in both the process of developing the strategy, including stakeholder engagement, as well as on technical aspects that need
to be considered in its development.

2 The State of Ocean Governance in the Western Indian Ocean was prepared by the SAPPHIRE project in collaboration with WIOMSA
and is available at: https://www.unep.org/resources/report/state-ocean-governance-western-indian-ocean-region

1 “develop a governance strategy, in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and regional seas
conventions” AMCEN Cairo Declaration 1.14 (March 2015).



Session objectives and expected outputs:
Objectives

1. To share and discuss the process of developing the ROGS with a broad range of stakeholders

2. To share and discuss the scientific and information inputs to the ROGS development process

3. To ensure that the different governance needs among WIO countries across sectors and priorities of the region are captured

in the draft Strategy

4. Discuss implementation modalities and potential financing/ funding mechanisms for the ROGS

5. To further anchor the ROGS to continental and global efforts to improve Ocean Governance

Expected Outputs

1) An understanding of the process followed in development of the Ocean Governance Strategy for the WIO

2) An appreciation of strategy-relevant science and information underpinning the draft ROGS

3) Input  on the structure and content of the draft ocean governance strategy for the WIO

4) Ideas to include in the Implementation Plan for the ROGS

5) Enhanced linkages to continental and global processes around Ocean Governance

Targeted audience:

1) Senior Policy makers/ decision makers, (Government Representatives, RECs, Partners)

2) Members of the ROGS TF

3) Members of the Multi-Stakeholder Working Group tasked with the development of a regional Information Management

Strategy

4) Marine and Coastal Ecosystem Experts

5) Representatives from key ocean governance clusters including natural resources and environment (including fisheries),

science and knowledge, blue economy sectors, and maritime security

6) Ocean Governance Experts and Practitioners from the WIO and other regions

7) Marine and Coastal Management experts and practitioners

8) Representatives of Community Groups

9) Representatives of Private Sector and ‘Our Blue Future’ partners

Tentative session programme (3-hour session):

1. Introduction and welcome – Facilitator/Moderator and Organising Partners
2. Recap of the main conclusions of the Special Session on Ocean Governance held at the 11th WIOMSA Symposium (NCS)
3. Presentation of process followed in the co-creation of the ROGS (CLI and Task Force Chair)
4. Presentations on science and information inputs into the ROGS process – description of the technical dialogue series and

reports by sector specialists (UNCLOS, MSP, ABNJ, marine plastics, oil spill readiness and coordination,
fisheries/environment nexus,  climate change, potential role of atmospheric deposition in driving ocean productivity in the
WIO, linkages to WIO Information Management Strategy under development etc. – (presentations on regional status and OG
strategy- relevant recommendations by subject specialists that have contributed to the process so far)

5. Presentation of the draft ROG Strategy (WIOMSA, GIZ)
6. Break out groups to discuss draft strategy components and Implementation Plan
7. Linking the WIO to other regional processes such as Marine Regions Forum (MRF) 2023 in the WIO (MRF)
8. Recommendations from Special Session, and Plenary Discussion (Facilitator/Moderator)

The organisers:



NCS (including the SAPPHIRE, WIOSAP, MEAs, and SWIOFC/NC Partnership Projects), WIOMSA, the ROGS Task Force, GIZ (WIOGI
Project), and CLI


