
 

IndoCet Special session 

WIOMSA Symposium, 14th October 2022, Port-Elizabeth, South-Africa 

 

Full Title of the Session: IndoCet Consortium meeting: promoting collaboration among cetacean researchers 
in the south-western Indian Ocean  

Conveners: IndoCet Executive Committee (www.indocet.org) 

Contact person : Violaine Dulau, violaine.dulau@globice.org 

Background 

The IndoCet Consortium is a regional network of researchers and organizations striving to increase the 
knowledge and protection of cetaceans in the south-western Indian Ocean (SWIO). Initiated in 2014, 
the network now comprised 37 members, who are actively involved in cetacean research in seven 
countries of the region (Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, South-Africa, Madagascar, Reunion/Mayotte, 
Mauritius) and ten associate members. The primary goals of the Consortium are to improve knowledge 
on, and promote conservation of cetaceans in the SWIO; to facilitate communication and foster 
collaboration between research groups and to develop capacity in the region. Several activities have 
been implemented since the creation of the Consortium, including the development of a regional 
database to facilitate data sharing and matching of humpback whale photo-identification data. The 
network has also been actively involved in collating existing data on cetacean stranding events and 
coordinating stranding responses. Effort has also been put into communications, through the creation 
of an interactive website and a newsletter reporting on in-progress research programs and recent 
publications. 

The meeting of the IndoCet network will offers an opportunity to re-establish contact among 
researchers, discuss progress of the IndoCet activities, identify priority actions and inspire new 
collaborative initiatives.   

The session will be a full day workshop, led by members of the IndoCet Executive Committee that are 
attending the WIOMSA symposium. 

Session objectives 

The general goal of the meeting is to increase regional collaborations on cetaceans. More specifically, 
the objectives of the session will be to: 

1. Present, discuss and foster further development of IndoCet tools and regional research 
programs; 

2. To set priorities and identify collaborative actions that could be implemented in the future, 
together with identified or potential funding opportunities; 

3. To discuss governance, seek involvement from IndoCet members and share ideas on how to 
improve communication and networking. 

Expected outputs  

It is envisaged that the session will provoke constructive discussions between participants which in 
turn could lead to:  

- Increased involvement of the members to empower the network;  
- identification of priority actions for the coming years; 



 

- Greater uptake of the IndoCet tools (metadata, publications and online stranding database, 
Flukebook platform); 

- Improvement of collaboration between members, with the identification of one or more 
potential collaborative project to be implemented 

A report detailing the outcomes of the workshop will be produced and circulated among all 
participants.  

Targeted audience 

The meeting is open to IndoCet members, together with any early-career and/or established 
researchers involved in cetacean research and Conservation in the SWIO and who might be interested 
in joining the network.  

 

Session Program 

8:30-9:00: Welcome, round table, Introduction to the IndoCet Consortium 

9:00-10:00: Presentation of IndoCet activities and regional collaborative initiatives: 

- the IndoCet stranding network: common publication, online database, further developments;     

-  the development of a network of Marine Mammal Observers on board platforms of 
opportunity, to collect presence – absence distribution data in offshore waters of the SWIO 
and the creation of a regional database; 

- The #WhereAreTheWhales initiative 

10:00-12:00: An Introduction to the IndoCet Flukebook platform, to collate and compare photo-
identification data 

Lunch break 

14:00- 16:00: Protecting blue corridors - a collaborative global initiative by WWF engaging science, 
industry, government and policymaker communities to better manage and protect critical habitats of 
migratory cetaceans to achieve global targets of protecting 30% of our ocean by 2030.  

WWF will share insights and learning from the recent global report ‘Protecting Blue Corridors’ released 
in 2022, present next steps and share insights of regional funding of implementing conservation action. 

16:00-16:30: Coffee break 

16:30-17:30: Governance, election of the IndoCet Executive Committee and identification of priority 
actions for the Consortium  

 

Organisers 

The Special Session is organised by the Executive Committee members of the IndoCet Consortium, 
represented by its Chair, Dr. Violaine Dulau (GLOBICE-Reunion), co-Chair, Dr. Salvatore Cerchio (African 
Aquatic Conservation Fund) and Prof. Ken Findlay (Cape Peninsula University of Technology), Dr. Anjara 
Saloma (CetaMada), Dr. Claire Garrigue (IRD), Dr. Sabrina Fossette (Megaptera).  


