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1. Background 

The Western Indian Ocean (WIO) region is one of the world’s most species-rich areas 
for seagrass. Seagrass meadows form remarkable and diverse habitats that provide a wide 
range of ecosystem services. They also provide food for large marine mammals such as 
dugong and resources for local fisherman. Seagrass meadows are declining in many areas of 
the world, including the Western Indian Ocean due to human activities such as coastal 
development, fishing activities, pollution and eutrophication. In the context of global change, 
obtaining an overall understanding of seagrass distribution, reproductive ecology, thresholds 
and threats are key to develop adequate restoration programs designed to recover the 
valuable ecosystem functions and ecosystem services. Most restoration attempts have been 
performed in Europe and North America, and methods for the dominant seagrass Zostera 
marina have been develop, but there is still a big knowledge gap for restoration of tropical 
seagrass species in the Western Indian Ocean.   

 
The workshop will be a platform to find opportunities for collaboration and improve 

communication across the region, share information about common research interests and 
ongoing research in restoration and management initiatives to fill in knowledge gaps on 
these ecosystems. The workshop will put special emphasis on seagrass restoration methods, 
successes and challenges. 
 

The workshop will enhance experience sharing and capacity-building, the network 
aims to promote harmonization of restoration methods (for site selection, planting and 
monitoring) across the region to foster a comprehensive overview of the distribution and 
dynamics of these ecosystems and inform management. Seagrass planting methods will be 
aimed for large-scale planting activities in the Western Indian Ocean region. 
 
2. Session objectives/projected outcomes 
This workshop will notably aim at: 

1. Present seagrass-restoration activities taking place in the region 
2. Discuss existing restoration methods and challenges  
3. Foster partnerships 

 
3. Target Audience 
Researchers, NGO´s, Environmental Agencies, Students. 
 
4. Tentative program 
The workshop will be 4.5 hour long and will consist in 2 sessions with a 30min break 

1. Session (2h).  
• 5 presentations of 15mins (1.15h) 
• Discussions (45 min) 

Break (30 min) 



2. Session (2h).  
• 5 presentations of 15mins (1.15h) 
• Discussions (45 min) 

 
5. Organisers 

Eduardo Infantes (Gothenburg University, Sweden), Salomao Bandeira (Eduardo 
Mondlane University, Mozambique), Damboia Cossa (Eduardo Mondlane University, 
Mozambique), Lilian Daudi (Kenya Marine & Fisheries Research Institute), January Wegoro 
(University of Dar es Salaam) 
 
 


