
Youth working together for improved, effective, and inclusive ocean protection 

 

Date: 09 October 2022 

Time: 09:00 – 12.30 

Venue: Board Walk Convention Centre, Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth) 

 

Brief Background:  

The Youth for Marine Protected Areas comprise a diverse group of South African marine enthusiasts, 
with a common goal – to advocate for the expansion of Marine Protected Areas in both South Africa 
and more broadly Africa. Since 2018, this youth network has been actively involved in efforts to 
expand marine protection in the South African Exclusive Economic Zone and played an instrumental 
role alongside other stakeholders  in increasing South Africa’s MPA coverage from 0.4% to 5.4%. The 
Youth4MPAs network aims to raise awareness amongst youth and coastal communities on the 
importance of MPAs and their benefits. The network has developed and participated in several 
campaigns, focused on improved understanding of the dynamics that exist with various stakeholders 
and MPAs in South Africa. Through these activations, it has been highlighted that to grow and 
implement our MPA network, there needs to be greater youth and community involvement at all 
levels. The use of simple language and the practice of deep listening, combined with novel methods 
of campaigning have the power to increase support and improve the understanding of MPAs along 
the African coastline. Most recently, the network held a virtual African Youth Summit which aimed to 
build ownership and stewardship on the global 30x30 MPA target amongst Africa’s Youth. Throughout 
the summit, youth led and engaged in sessions with experts and youth leaders in marine conservation, 
policy, campaigning, and creative arts around developing tailor-made solutions for Africa’s marine 
space, its people, and future generations. Following the summit, the network aims to embark on a 
continent level awareness campaign across Africa, through the development of an African 30x30 
roadmap that will allow for the use of youth-led activations crafted for local communities that will 
incorporate a combination of formal and informal knowledge sharing, artistic, & cultural tools.  

Session objectives and expected outcomes: 

Young people (between the age of 18-35) represent the largest population group on the African 
continent. The youth therefore hold the potential to become a formidable force if they are equipped 
with the tools to engage in conversation targets and initiatives. As the African leaders of tomorrow, 
we will drive the shifts in policy, planning, and finance that will turn the tide on African biodiversity 
conservation, and reverse years of degradation. The youth are at risk of bearing the biggest burden of 
both current and future marine ecosystem degradation and climate change. We believe that engaging 
youth in conversations fulfils our right to participation and ensures the continued survival of Africa’s 
magnificent marine biodiversity and ecosystem services. Conservation for future generations, by  
future generations, empowered by current generations. We aim at creating a collaborative space for 
youth in conservation, not though an exclusive process, but through the knowledge of those who 
come before us. The session will allow youth actively involved in the conservation space to present 
their work, their campaigns, or their ideas for campaigns, and state how other organisations can 
support their success through a collaborative network of youth, and youth empowering voices. This 
session provides an opportunity for youth and scientists in marine conservation to learn, inspire, be 
inspired and engage, empowering the voices of the youth of the western Indian ocean region. This 



allows for a network of youth and those who want to empower the youth, to share their  knowledge, 
and the knowledge of their mentors to provide a space of opportunity and ideas. The concept is “speed 
dating for youth in conservation”. The network then allows for a collaborative, long-lasting movement 
of people that can produce joint campaigns that echo throughout the region. 

Targeted Audience:  

Youth and Scientists in marine conservation 

Tentative Session Programme:  

6-minute speaker sessions to answer:  

1. Who are we?  
2. What are you currently doing or addressing in your region? 
3. How can other organisations support your campaign?  

Thereafter, “speed dating” tables for the people that have presented to allow networking to take 
place.  

 

The organisers:  

Youth For Marine Protected Areas  

 

Register here: https://forms.gle/jxtax7wfCarp8rE48 

 


