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Western Indian Ocean Mangrove Network 
 

 
 

Proposed Special Session at the 12th WIOMSA Scientific Symposium to be held on 14th October 
2022 

 
A New Dawn for the Western Indian Ocean Mangrove Network: driving the 

“Mangrove Agenda” for the region 
 
1. Background 
Mangrove forests occurring in the countries of the WIO region face common conservation challenges, but 
under different governance frameworks and regimes. Accordingly, the WIO Mangrove Network was 
established in 2011 as a regional platform to guide and manage sharing of experiences, lessons and expertise 
on management and conservation of mangroves in the region, to secure their future. From being an informal 
forum of scientists, managers and practitioners, the Network was elevated to a legally mandated not-for-
profit regional organization, registered on the 18th March 2021 under the Laws and Regulations of Zanzibar 
– Tanzania. 
 
The Network has evolved and driven a number of initiatives to build relevant partnerships with interested 
actors regionally and internationally in sharing the necessary knowledge to build capacity in the science and 
management of mangroves. While the last 2019 Special Session in Mauritius focused on strengthening such 
partnerships, this time the focus will be to show case some of the successes, outputs and products derived 
from the partnerships and drawing the roadmap for the consent on Regional Mangrove Vision and Action 
Plan, the process which is supported by the Save Our Mangrove Now? 2.0 joint initiative of the German 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF), 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), and Wetlands International. The WIOMN will also 
take advantage of this Special Session to celebrate the official birth of the Network and holding its First 
Constitutionally bound General Assembly. 
 
2. Objective 
In the last Special Session in 2019, one of the agenda items was enhancement of both regional and 
international partnerships. This year’s session aims at demonstrating how the partnerships have grown to 
support the mangrove conservation agenda in the WIO region. 
 
Specifically, the proposed WIOMN Special Session will include: 

(i) General Assembly: Status update on WIOMN Institutionalization and Secretariat capacity 
- Election and/or endorsement of office bearers 
- Endorsement of operational tools and manuals for the Secretariat 
- Endorsement of the First 5-year Strategic Plan 2022-2027 
- Launch of the reconstructed website 

(ii) Present and discuss progress on various projects run by WIOMN 
- Implementation of Nairobi Convention Decision NC COP10/12(2d) on development of WIO 

Regional Mangrove Vision and Regional Mangrove Action Plan through Regional Policy 
Dialogues 

- WIO Mangrove Restoration Book for the UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration 
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(iii) Launching and dissemination of various products including policy notes and toolkits on mangrove 
conservation and restoration 
- SOMN Socio-economic profiles and conservation framework reports and policy briefs. These 

plus data from other SOMN studies on mangrove governance/legal frameworks and mapping 
have been consolidated into one regional publication by country chapters of the four SOMN 
focal countries. 

- WIO Mangrove Restoration Policy Brief and Field Handbook on Do’s and Don’ts 
- IUCN Environmental Law Center e-learning course on mangrove governance, which will focus 

on the WIO region 
 
3. Expected Output 
A consented roadmap towards the WIO Regional Mangrove Agenda on the needs and priorities for 
mangrove conservation. 
 
4. Target Audience 
WIOMN Special Sessions has traditionally attracted over 50 symposium delegates comprising of scientists, 
managers, practitioners and students with interest and working in mangrove ecosystems across disciplines. 
For this year, it is expected that this number will double because it will be about discussing the future and 
role of the Network following its legal recognition. The session will also attract more participants for 
launching of the various products and tools of practical importance in the conservation and management of 
mangroves. 
 
5. Organizers and Partners 
This Special Session will be organized by the WIOMN in collaboration with the Save Our Mangroves Now! 
(SOMN) 2.0 initiative, which will be the major partner as it is now leading the WIOMN institutionalization and 
capacity building of its Secretariat. 
 
6. Tentative Programme 
The session will run for up to 4.5 hours (excluding lunch and coffee breaks) with an agenda focusing on the 
three specific objectives presented above: 

Time Event Responsible 
30 min Registration and Introductions Secretariat 
15 min Welcome note and Opening remarks Regional Secretary 
1.30 hr General Assembly: Status update on WIOMN Institutionalization 

and Secretariat capacity building 
Discussion All 

1 hr 
 

Present and discuss progress on various projects run by WIOMN Regional Secretary 
Discussion All 

1 hr Launching and dissemination of various products including policy 
notes and toolkits on mangrove conservation and restoration 

SOMN partners 

Discussion All 
15 min Way forward and Closing International Member 

of the Board of Trustees 
 


