
 

ADDRESSING THE THREE PLANETARY CRISES THROUGH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN STRATEGIC ACTION PROGRAMME 
The Western Indian Ocean (WIO) is recognized globally for its unique biological richness, natural 
beauty and high ecological and socio-economic value. The WIO region’s coastal habitats, which 
include coastal forests, sand dunes, beaches, rocky shores, mangroves, seagrass beds and coral 
reefs, support rich and complex populations of marine species that rely on the integrity of the 
various ecosystems for their productivity. The marine assets of the WIO have been estimated to 
have a value of about US$ 333 bn, supporting community livelihoods and driving coastal and 
national economies with a Gross marine Product of US20.8bn compared to GDPs of regional 
countries making the WIO ocean economy the 4th biggest if it were considered as a country.  
 
Over 60 million people inhabit the coastal areas of the WIO region, most of them dependent on 
the exploitation of coastal and marine natural resources for their livelihood. However, the region’s 
rapidly growing population is exerting large pressure on the marine environment, through 
pollution, degradation of critical coastal habitats and changes in the freshwater flow and sediment 
loads from rivers draining into the western Indian Ocean. Today, the coastal zone of the region 
hosts major cities, harbours, industries, and other development infrastructure that is increasingly 
posing a threat to the integrity of the coastal and marine ecosystems. For instance, there are 
various development corridors constituting of huge and diverse infrastructural projects across the 
region ranging from ports, roads, railways, extractives, urban developments, among others. Other 
pressures are associated with high volumes of tourism and poorly regulated inshore and offshore 
fishing, activities that have increased considerably in the recent past. The region has therefore not 
been spared from the convergence of the three planetary crises of pollution and waste, climate 
change and declining biodiversity, which synergistically pose an existential threat to humanity. The 
2020 Living Planet Report and Global Environmental Outlook provide empirical evidence that 
biodiversity which supports life on earth through various ecosystem goods and services has been 
on a steady and downward trend over the years. The former report indicates that about 67% of 
the populations of major species has been lost over the last about 50 years. Concerted efforts will 
be required to bend the curve on biodiversity loss including reducing emissions by half, reducing 
impacts from food production by half, doubling sustainable fisheries, keeping major rivers flowing 
sustainably, halting deforestation and protecting 30% of land and sea.  
 
Recognizing that the threats to the productivity and integrity of the coastal and marine 
environment due to pollution and habitat degradation are not confined to national boundaries, 
the governments of the WIO region, in 1985, signed the Nairobi Convention. This Convention 
offers a vital regional platform for the protection, management and development of the marine 
and coastal environment in the Eastern and Southern African region. The United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), hosting the Secretariat of the Nairobi Convention, has actively 
supported the efforts of the governments in Eastern and Southern Africa to develop more 
sustainable approaches for the management of their common marine and coastal ecosystems 
through various programmes including the Western Indian Ocean Strategic Action Programme 
(WIO-SAP) and SAPPHIRE among others.  
 
The WIO-SAP incorporates strategies for assisting countries to achieve an overall regional vision: 
“People of the region prospering from a healthy Western Indian Ocean” by supporting delivery of 
four key objectives: Critical coastal habitats in the WIO region protected, restored and managed 
for sustainable use; Water quality in the WIO region meets international standards by year 2035; 
River flows in the WIO region are wisely and sustainably managed by the year 2035;  and 



 

Stakeholders will collaborate effectively at the regional level in addressing transboundary 
challenges. 
 
The WIOSAP project which is partly supporting implementation of the WIO-SAP has been running 
for the last 5 years with the main objective being ‘to reduce impacts from land-based sources and 
activities and sustainably manage critical coastal and marine ecosystems through the 
implementation of the agreed WIO-SAP priorities with the support of partnerships at national and 
regional levels’. The SAPPHIRE GEF funded sister project promotes policy and institutional reform 
to help improve the management of the Western Indian Ocean LME. It is building capacity among 
governments, communities, partners, intergovernmental organizations and the private sector in 
sustainable resource management and ocean governance. 
 
With the participation of the Contracting Parties to the Convention, WIOMSA, WIO-C members, 
FARI members, implementing partners and five technical working groups/task forces established 
under the project, various on the ground interventions are being implemented towards 
achievement of the foregoing objective. The interventions range from (but not limited to) 
ecosystem management and restoration, marine spatial planning, climate change adaptation, 
economic valuation, community livelihoods, marine water quality improvement, river flow 
enhancement and support in the development and implementation of various overarching policy 
interventions. These interventions and partnerships tie very closely to the global commitments 
under the super decade including Agenda 2030, Decade of Ocean Science, Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration, Paris 2015 Agreement and its successor Glasgow Compact and finally the anticipated 
targets under the post 2020 global biodiversity framework.  
 
The proposed special session will delve into how implementation of the WIO-SAP, SAPPHIRE, SIDA 
Partnership projects and EU MEAs projects are contributing to alleviating impacts from the triple 
planetary crises and linkage to the opportunities offered by the super decade. The format will 
follow presentations under different thematic areas: ecosystem management and restoration, 
marine spatial planning, climate change adaptation, economic valuation, community livelihoods 
and marine water quality improvement. 
 
The session will be convened by FARI members in collaboration with WIOMSA and the Nairobi 
Convention Secretariat. The targeted audience will include: Focal Points of the Convention, 
regional experts, WIOC members, FARI members among others. 
 
The main objective of the session will be to have presentations to highlight progress made in the 
implementation of the various interventions supported by the Convention and discussions on next 
steps.  
 
Tentative session programme 
Session 1: Opening and introduction  
Session 2: Thematic Presentations focusing on sustainable management of critical habitats 

Key presentations will include: ecosystem management and restoration, marine spatial 
planning, climate change adaptation, sustainable port development, economic valuation 
and community livelihoods  

Session 3. Thematic Presentations focusing on water quality improvement 
Key presentations will include: wastewater management using nature based solutions, 
marine litter management, and the circular economy 

Session 4: Conclusion and next steps 


