
12 th WIOMSA mini-symposium proposal 

 

 

Creating a future for Marine Spatial 
Planning in the Western Indian Ocean 

 

Conveners: Dr Anne Lemahieu and Prof. Amanda Lombard, Institute for Coastal and Marine 

Research, Nelson Mandela University, South Africa 

Symposium background 
Over the last 15 years, Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) has gained much traction among coastal 

planners. Transdisciplinary by nature, best-practice MSP is an ecosystem-based and participative 

process during which marine uses are strategically allocated to different ocean spaces in ways that 

attempt to mitigate anthropogenic impacts on the environment and minimise use conflicts. It is 

hoped that MSP can somehow balance conflicting agendas, for example, the fast-tracking of blue 

economic development versus the need to halt declines in ocean health and the delivery of 

ecosystem services. While there are many regional and international efforts to foster MSP practices, 

legal frameworks are often missing and the implementation of ecosystem-based and climate-smart 

approaches remains elusive. Ultimately, contrasting national political agendas result in disparate and 

ineffective MSP practices.  

In 2021, MSP Global recorded 98 MSP projects worldwide, with fewer than 10 in Africa. In the 

Western Indian Ocean (WIO) where coastal and marine ecosystems sustain more than 60 million 

livelihoods, MSP has a role to play in identifying effective trade-offs between blue economic 

development and sustainable use. However, MSP initiatives are at different stages of development 

in WIO countries. This mini-symposium will present the Regional MSP Strategic Framework for the 

WIO (commissioned by the Nairobi Convention) and discuss innovations (such as systems 

approaches) that can provide spatial and temporal scenarios for MSP futures in the WIO. The 

symposium aims to: 

• Share the Regional MSP Strategic Framework for the WIO and seek feedback from 

participants on its recommendations  

• Engage with participants on aspects of regional MSP that remain challenging, for example, 

geo-politics, ocean crime, dynamic ocean management, climate-smart MSP, the inclusion of 

cultural knowledge, etc. 

• Capture new knowledge for a peer-reviewed scientific publication (that will add to the 

existing regional Strategic Framework and Policy Brief already produced). 
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Programme 
 Oral presentations 

 Presenter(s) Title Time allocated 

1 Amanda T. Lombard and Jai 
Clifford-Holmes 

A Marine Spatial Planning strategic 
framework for the Western Indian Ocean 

10 min + 2 min 
questions 

2 Kaylee P. Smit, Jai K. Clifford-
Holmes, Vera Horigue, Amanda T. 
Lombard, Bernadette Snow 

Supporting the development of a regional 
marine spatial planning strategy for the 
Western Indian Ocean: findings from a 
situational analysis 

10 min + 2 min 
questions 

3 Stephen Mtalii, Bandari-Bora 
project 
 

Sectoral integration of maritime 
and shipping into marine spatial planning: 
the Mombasa case study  

10 min + 2 min 
questions 

4 Anne Lemahieu, Amanda T. 
Lombard, Hannah Truter, 
Bernadette Snow 

Designing a Marine Spatial Planning 
methodological framework for Algoa Bay 
(Gqeberha, South Africa): challenges and 
lessons learned. 

10 min + 2 min 
questions 

5 Mia Strand, Nina Rivers, 
Bernadette Snow 

Recognising the importance of the cultural 
oceanscape in regional marine spatial 
planning  

10 min + 2 min 
questions 

6 Nina Rivers, Mia Strand and 
Bernadette Snow 

Integrating Indigenous and local knowledge 
into marine spatial planning processes: 
lessons from Algoa Bay, South Africa 

10 min + 2 min 
questions 

7 Joanna Smith, Helena Sims, Rick 
Tingey, MACCE 

Using climate change risk mapping to zone 
for marine protection goals in Seychelles 

10 min + 2 min 
questions 

8 Estee Ann Vermeulen, Jai 
Clifford-Holmes, Amanda 
Lombard, Anne Lemahieu 

How System Dynamics Modelling Can 
Support MSP in the WIO region 

10 min + 2 min 
questions 

 Posters presentation short session 

1 Gonçalo Carneiro, Wilhelm 
Gårdmark, Maria Göthberg, Linus 
Hammar, Ingela Isaksson 

9 factors enabling local blue growth in a 
development context – results synthesised 
from four studies 

1 min presentation 

2 Mathew Bentley, Twesigye 
Twekye, James Blignaut, Estee 
Vermeulen, Pablo Rees, 
Bernadette Snow 

The economic value of the ecosystem 
services rendered by Algoa Bay 
 

1 min presentation 

3 Helena Sims, Joanna Smith, 
MACCE, Rick Tingey 

From zoning to implementation of the 
Seychelles Marine Spatial Plan 

1 min presentation 

 

Outputs 
The participants of this session will work towards a peer-reviewed paper that will capture new 

knowledge to support, inform and where relevant critically review the already existing regional 

MSP strategic framework. The timeline below will be followed to achieve this objective. 
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