
Abstracts Submission: General Guidelines
• Abstracts should contain new information that has not been previously presented or published.

• We strongly discourage the submission of abstracts that contain incomplete data and/or analysis.

• All abstracts must be submitted in ENGLISH.

• Check your abstract thoroughly for spelling and grammar.

• All co-authors must be listed.

• All listed co-authors must have reviewed the abstract and accepted responsibility for its contents.

• Abstracts on research conducted outside the Western Indian Ocean (WIO) will be rejected without 
review. For a definition of the WIO countries included, see the WIOMSA website.

• Each symposium participant is restricted to one principal authorship but  may  co-author on an 
unlimited number of abstracts

• Explain all abbreviations the first time they occur in the main text. After the first occurrence, the 
abbreviation should always be used instead of the full word.

• Abstracts must be submitted using the online abstract form. Paper or emailed submissions will 
be rejected.

All Abstracts MUST include:
TITLE: 
• Maximum 125 characters

AUTHORS: 

• Full name, email address and affiliation(s) are mandatory for each author.

• Indicate the presenting author.

• Indicate if the first author is a student

BODY OF ABSTRACT: 
• Maximum 1000 word (authors and title included). A4 prepared as a WORD Document, using Times New 

Roman 12 pt, single spacing, normal margins (2.54 cm for top, bottom, left and right margins), portrait 
orientation with justified alignment.

• Abstracts must be structured and submitted under the following headings:

• Background: study objectives, the hypothesis tested, or description of the problem.
• Methods: method used, or approach taken.
• Results: presented in summarized form, must include data and/or important information about 

results, but do not include tables, graphs or pictures.
• Conclusion: description of primary outcomes of the study.
• Do not include references. 

https://www.wiomsa.org/about-wiomsa/
https://www.exbo.co.za/abstracts/index.php


TOPICS/SUBMISSION THEMES: 

Keynotes and sessions are open to all participants and will focus on the following  main sub-
themes:

• Understanding Ocean Processes: Topics include: Regional climate change and variability, 
biogeochemical interaction processes, upwelling mechanisms, modelling of physical and 
geological processes, shoreline changes, and trends and projections of extreme events and 
major oceanographic processes.

• Maintenance of Ocean Health: the effects of physical, chemical, and biological contaminants 
on marine ecosystem function and human well-being. This section will also focus on issues 
of emerging concern e.g. marine plastic. 

• Human dimensions: Human actions that influence and are influenced by the Ocean’s 
environment. Methods to research and capacity building that make use of the most recent 
advances in the social and natural sciences. Topics can include Capacity, Sustainability, 
Governance, Science, policy and society, Coastal Cities and human settlements

• Climate: The drastic effects of climate change and climate variability on the Ocean pose a 
significant threat to humanity. Key topics Key Vulnerability, Impacts, Adaptation, Mitigation, 
Scenarios, and model. This theme also welcomes presentations on regional efforts that 
contribute to coordinated global climate actions for a sustainable future.

• Coasts and Oceans: Interactions among the land, coasts and oceans, whether caused by 
natural or human factors at different timescales and their implications on global environmental 
change and implications for sustainability. Key topics: Land use and land change, Ocean and 
coastal changes, System interactions and Transboundary issues

• Marine Biodiversity, Food Safety and Security: Marine taxonomy and biogeography, 
Status, trends of marine biodiversity, and impacts of climatic and anthropogenic stressors, 
Research and conservation of critical habitats and endangered species, Sustainable fisheries, 
and environmentally friendly aquaculture, Toxic marine organisms and seafood safety.

• Knowledge of Cross-cutting and Emerging Issues: Ocean observations in the WIO: major 
advances and challenges, Sensor and observation technology, Ocean data and information 
management, Renewable energy technology, Coastal ecosystem services, and marine 
social-economic analysis, Blue economy research and practices, Ocean science policy and 
governance, Marine scientific advances and knowledge gap in the WIO; Impact of Covid-19 
on marine science in the WIO.


