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A study on the knowledge and perception of local populations on dugongs and seagrass beds 

was carried out in the northern of Madagascar (Ankazomborona, Analalava, Ampasindava), in 

order to determine perception and parameters that influence local populations' knowledge on 

dugongs and sea grassbeds and then the current state of seagrass beds. Sampling was carried 

out from March to July 2018, using "Seagrass Watch" method for ecosystem monitoring and 

investigations for population opinion. Local population's knowledge of dugongs is then 

influenced by three parameters : age, years of experience in fishing industry and daily activity. 

New fishermen and non-fishermen have a few knowledge about dugongs and seagrass beds, 

while experienced fishermen have more advanced knowledge. Meeting with dugongs is very 

rare. By-catch was reported in Ankazomborona in 2015 and the NGO COSAP Sahamalaza 

reported an observation of 11 species between 2016 and 2018 around Ampasindava. Excessive 

capture, insufficient food resources and late maturity are the main causes of dugongs rarity. 

Ampasindava’s seagrass beds is considered to be in good health, with a 50% recovery rate, 

which is not the case for Ankazomborona and Analalava (30% and 26% respectively). Eight 

species were found on the 3 sites : Halophila stipulacea, Halodule uninervis, Halodule wrightii, 

Cymodocea serrulata, Thalassia hemprichii, Syringodium isoetifolium, Thalassodendron 

ciliatum and Halophila stipulacea.  Ampasindava is covered by more than 80% of Halophila 

sp and Halodule sp, very appreciated by dugongs, which justifies their remarkable presence in 

this area. 
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