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Background 

Several sea cucumber species (Echinodermata: Holothuroidea) are fished, mostly for 

export of the dried product (Beche-de-mer or trepang) for oriental consumers. Previous 

studies had analysed the historical trends at the world-scale until 2014. In the Western 

Indian Ocean (WIO), these fisheries have a long history and several programmes have 

tried to ameliorate their management as they appear to be now mostly overexploited. This 

up-date presents the most recent data available for the WIO and discusses the trends and 

possible management tools. 

 

Methods 

Previous studies, including a Masma project (2000 – 2014) and several FAO meetings 

and publications have allowed interactions between scientists studying holothurians 

within and outside the WIO. Information has therefore been recently gathered through a 

questionnaire conducted to prepare an up-to-date review for the WIO region, and through 

access to the most recent yet unpublished available data (2015 to 2017) on: 

- The status of the holothurian fisheries in the different countries through the evaluation of 

the catches and/or the processed product, the present management and /or its recent 

changes;  

- The imports of beche de mer and other products coming from the WIO countries, in the 

major market hub Hong Kong SAR, where it appears under several categories ; 

- The FAO yearly statistics on this commodity, by country and global. 

The different data are analysed and the synthesis prepared shows the main characteristics 

for the region and the problems encountered for the last years. 

The regulations in the different countries when the information is available, have been 

compiled.  
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Results 

- Detailed results are presented for the countries in the WIO, which responded to the 

enquiry on their yearly catches and their present management: these are from La Réunion 

(and Iles Eparses), Madagascar, Mauritius, Mayotte, Mozambique, Oman, Seychelles, 

Tanzania and South Africa. The up-date from Sri Lanka in the Eastern Indian Ocean 

(EIO) is particularly important, given that the CITES Conference of Parties coming in 

May 2019, which will consider the proposed listing for teatfish (Holothuria fuscogilva, 

H. nobilis and H. whithmaei). The responses from countries highlighted recent 

improvements in management. Some countries have adopted catch quotas, fishing ban or 

other size regulations. These options are discussed in relation to increase of illegal catch. 

- Imports into Hong Kong market had been presented until 2016. The last data for 2017 

show the importance of this hub for the imports coming from sixteen countries from 

WIO. There has also been evidence to suggest a shift in trade routes into main markets in 

mainland China, with Viet Nam emerging as an interim destination between Hong Kong 

and mainland chinese markets which is worth further investigations..  

- FAO world statistics had been used to present the changes during the last decade of the 

tropical fisheries up to 2014 ; this study is an update for the last years available 2015-

2017, concentrating on the WIO countries.  

 

Conclusion 

The recent trends shown by these data sets reveal that demand for holothurians is still 

very strong. Long term declines in catches are observed in many WIO countries. Some 

difficulties in all the statistics come from the unit used (fresh or dry weight), which still 

needs more attention. 

A regional approach is needed to follow the future trends and use comparable 

management tools. These are necessary to be able to follow the stocks and overcome the 

problems with IUU fishing and trade. 

 

 
 
 


