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Communicating our Science to become better agents of change in marine conservation.  
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Dr. Karolien Van Puyvelde (Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Brussels, Belgium) 
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Description 
At the 2015 WIOMSA Conference in South Africa a workshop on Science Communication was 
attended by over 40 delegates. Clearly there is a need to build the capacity of scientists in the 
WIOMSA community in science communication skills.  
 
This mini symposium on science communication will help to address this need. It will include - how 
to communicate research findings more effectively to resource users and managers and particularly 
how to influence policy. Despite a growing body of scientific knowledge regarding marine 
conservation, and the implementation of a wide range of marine policy frameworks, effective 
dialogue between scientists and policy makers remains a challenge. The gap between research and 
policy remains, as does the gap between scientific information and resource users and managers.  
 
In this symposium, we elaborate on how to facilitate an effective science-policy dialogue. As policy-
making is rarely driven by evidence alone, we will reflect upon how scientists can convey scientific 
messages to policy-makers and beyond. We will also reflect on which mechanisms exist to improve 
the science literacy of policy-makers as they often struggle with issues such as the interpretation of 
scientific uncertainty.  
 
Science-policy interfaces exist in the WIO region. We will be presenting and critically assessing 
currently existing science-policy forums; focusing on context-specific challenges encountered 
between scientists and policy-makers and how to overcome these. We will highlight the windows of 
opportunities for both scientists and policy-makers.  
 
This mini-symposium will be presented in sections – addressing the expressed needs of the 
community. Building on the foundations of communication and behaviour change knowledge, 
practical suggestions for improving science communication will be provided.  
 
Proposed Structure 
Introduction to Science Communication in the WIO 
Challenges to Science Communication in the WIO Region 
Overcoming the challenges  

• Key presentations - Policy-makers and scientists do(n’t) listen to each other, do(n’t) they?  

• Presentation plus live online polling: What kind of marine conservation change agent are 
you? The Msc in Oceans & Lakes experience.  

• Presentations  
Practical session and questions 
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Wrap-up and way forwards  
 
Co-Presenters 
 
- Dr. Cosmas Munga (Technical University of Mombasa)  
- Dr.  Mathias Igulu (WIOMSA) 
- Dr. Mohammed Omar Said (Kenya Wildlife Service)  
- Dr. Anusha Rajkaran (University of the Western Cape)  
- Dr. Karolien Van Puyvelde (Vrije Universiteit Brussel)  
- Liesbeth Pinti (Vrije Univeristeit Brussel) 
 
Convenors 
Dr. Judy Mann has worked for the South African Association for Marine Biological Research 
(SAAMBR) in Durban since 1992 in various capacities including: research scientist in the 
Oceanographic Research Institute; Director of Education, uShaka Sea World Director and Chief 
Executive Officer. She is currently the Conservation Strategist of the Association. She holds a 
Master’s Degree in Ichthyology, a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration and PhD from the 
University of Queensland in Australia. She has presented at many national and international 
conferences and has published widely. She consults widely both in Africa and abroad on issues 
pertaining to conservation communication and social aspects of marine science She was the co-
founder and first chairperson of the South African Marine and Coastal Educators Network (MCEN). 
This association, started in the mid 1990s, has grown to be the voice and network for all marine 
education in South Africa.  
 
Dr. Diana Di Nitto is a post-doctoral research fellow at the Biology Department (VUB), associated 
with the MSc programme Marine and Lacustrine Science and Management (‘Oceans & Lakes’). She 
has a MSc in (Physical) Geography and PhD in Sciences. Her interdisciplinary research trajectory was 
centred on the physical and environmental aspects of vegetation dynamics of mangroves in the 
Indian Ocean region, in particular its relation to the effect of sea level rise (Kenya) and aquaculture 
(Sri Lanka) while underlining the importance of coastal ecosystems for the livelihoods of local 
communities. As a physical geographer working with the Department of Biology, she has a true 
understanding of how integrated scientific domains can generate added value in (marine) ecosystem 
management and policy. She has extensive expertise in the valorisation of scientific content though 
science-policy interfaces and public outreach, e.g. at conferences on mangrove management and 
science-policy interfaces, coordinating the set-up of the ‘Coastal Resources and Awareness Centre 
(CORAC)’ in Sri Lanka, and as assistant-curator in the Royal Museum for Central Africa (Tervuren, 
Belgium). 
 
Dr Karolien Van Puyvelde has been the coordinator of the 2-year master programme MSc Marine 
and Lacustrine Science and Management (‘Oceans & Lakes’) since 2007. Oceans and Lakes is an 
interuniversity master’s programme between three universities - Universiteit Antwerpen 
(UAntwerpen), Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), and Universiteit Gent (UGent) - combining their  
expertise  in Belgium.  She holds a Master’s degree in Biology and a PhD from the Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel in Belgium.  She has been person in charge for the implementation of several projects 
funded by the VLIR-UOS related to capacity building: the South Initiative ‘INternational inTEnsive 
Southern training proGRAmme and network DEvelopment for marine and lacustrine scientists 
(InteGRADE)’; Short Training Initiative ‘a short course on community-based ecological mangrove 
restoration (ComEcoMa)’;  the TEAM project ‘Transboundary coastal processes and human resource 
utilisation patterns as a basis for a Kenya-Tanzania conservation area initiative (Trans-Coast)’; the 
Global Minds Programme (VLIR-UOS) ‘Oceans of Opportunities, Rivers of Ideas’, an alumni 



networking event organized by the ICP Master programme in Marine and Lacustrine Science and 
Management.  
 


