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Abstract

A long term assessment of catch per unit effort (CPUE) provides important information for a
sustainable fisheries management.  It  permits  to elaborate  an appropriate  strategy and actions
according both the improvement of income of fishers and to reduce overexploitation of halieutics
resources. I

In the Mahafaly seascape, CPUE data was collected since 2015 (until now) on 10 villages by 72
persons from local communities. Every 3 days per week, information on the number of fishers in
activity, the types of fisheries (fishes or Octopus) and the locomotion mode were collected. In
addition, at least 50 % of fishers and at least 20 sampling for Octopus fishers were considered,
with  the  following  parameters:  catch  per  trip,  type  of  transport  and the  number  of  persons
implicated. 

A decrease of CPUE of fishes and Octopus were observed in the area with respectively 6.65
kg/fishers/trip and 3.03 kg/fishers/trip in 2015 to 2.56 kg/fishers/trip and 2.15 kg/fishers/trip in
2018. These observations  are attributed  to the overexploitations  of halieutic  resources in  the
Mahafaly seascape. In fact, an important increase of fishers was observed during the five last
years.

To avoid this overexploitation of these resources, the application of sustainable fishing technics
(materials respecting standard, the implementation of reserve for Octopus, community patrol …)
and  the  promotion  of  activity  providing  source  of  income  (as  seaweed  farming)  must  be
reinforced, and supported at national, regional and local level.

Keys words: CPUE, small scale fisheries, fishes, Octopus, Mahafaly seascape

mailto:tranaivoson@wwf.mg
mailto:gtovondrainy@wwf.mg

