
 

Title of the Mini-
symposium 

Conservation of biodiversity in Africa and AICHI 

biodiversity targets: AMPs by 2020, at least 10 percent of coastal and 

marine areas, realistic target?  

Thematic Area Ocean governance 

Event convener  
IRD, French Institute of research for sustainable development 
Attn.: Dr. Gilbert David 

Speakers 
1. Dr Gilbert David, IRD 
2. Dr Magloir Désiré Mounganga, ANPN, Gabon  
3. Mr. Fouad Abdou Rabi, RNAP Comoros 

 
Biography of the convener 
Dr. Gilbert David is marine and island geographer. Director of research at IRD, he leads a research team 
devoted to the integrated approach of Nature and Society. After a PhD at the University of Western 
Brittany on the fishing system and food security in Vanuatu (South Pacific), he joined IRD in 1991. He 
holds an Habilitation (HDR) in geography (Paris IV Sorbonne in 2005) on dynamics of coastal social-
ecological systems in Pacific Islands and Western Indian Ocean.  His research interests focus on viability 
and vulnerability of island States and Territories, marine protected areas, village fisheries, integrated 
coastal zone management in Pacific, Indian Ocean and Caribbean Islands. He was appointed as a member 
of the MASMA Program Committee in 2004. In 2009 G David was awarded as WIOMSA Fellow member. 
In 2018, he joined the WIOMSA cities and coast project committee.  
 

Description and motivation of the topic  
To achieve this key target of the CBD strategic plan for biodiversity (2011-2020) is very challengeable. 
But it is just a first step.  According to a growing number of scientists and international conservation 
NGOs, MPAs need to be expanded to 30 % of the ocean surface to reach the critical mass to both 
restore the natural environment and allow fishermen to have a renewable fishery resource. Due to both 
density of coastal uses and growing interest of nations for blue economy, this target will never be 
achieved in EEZ waters for all African countries. It requires also to establish MPAS in international 
waters. This type of MPAs should be mainly focused on sea mounts. Deep demersal species are very 
vulnerable to any intensive fishing as connectivity is very weak between seamounts. Establish large 
MPAs devoted to big pelagic fish will be quite less effective in terms of impacts on fish abundance and 
habitat recovery as tunas are highly mobile species. The establishment of MPAS in international waters 
raise on the front the question of governance. who's watching fisheries? Who regulates fishing effort? 
Who punishes poachers? In national waters, governance is also a critical issue. To avoid that AMPs 
become paper parks, their governance should focus on the sustainability improvement, including 
environmental sustainability, financial sustainability, the sustainability of the MPA's management team 
and social sustainability.  
 



This mini symposium will synthesize the current situation and issues at the world scale and will focus on 
two African examples. Firstly, Gabon on the west coast of Africa where MPAS will cover 27 % of the EEZ 
by 2020. Secondly Comoros in WIO. This Small Island Developing State is carried out its national 
protected areas network 
 

Output 
The session will consist of 3 speakers, followed by a panel discussion that will provide the framework for 
session proceedings.  The main output from the session would be: 

- Enhanced understanding of the marine protected areas issues both at the world and WIO scales 
- A new dialogue across Africa between MPAs managers  
- Gaps and barriers that hinder both the governance of MPAs in the WIO region and the role of 

MPAs in the regional ocean governance.   
-  

Program 
Time Topic Speaker 

Facilitator: Gilbert David 
Rapporteurs:  

4:00 - 4:30 Situational analysis of MPAs for achieving the Aichi 
targets and beyond  

 

Dr Gilbert David 

4.30 - 4.40 The key role of MPAs for EEZ governance: some hints 
from Gabon  

Dr. Magloir Désiré Mounganga  

4:40 – 5.00 Conservation of Marine biodiversity in Comoros and 
the emerging network of MPAs  

Mr. Fouad Addou Rabi  

5:00 - 5:40 Open Discussions  

 


