
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special Session - 11th WIOMSA Scientific Symposium to be held on 5th July 2019 

 

Western Indian Ocean Seagrass Network 
 Connecting actors for a better overview 

 

1. Background 

The Western Indian Ocean (WIO) region is one of the world’s most species-rich areas for seagrass. 

Seagrass meadows form remarkable and diverse habitats that provide a wide range of ecosystem 

services. In the context of global change, obtaining an overall understanding of their distribution, 

health, trends and functional roles is key to providing an early warning of major changes. 

The Western Indian Ocean Seagrass Network (WIOSN) aims to bring together actors involved in 

seagrass-related activities, whether they are scientists/researchers, students, managers, 

policymakers, or are involved in other ways. This network, established in November 2017, is a 

platform to find opportunities for collaboration and improve communication across the region, share 

information about common research interests and ongoing research, conservation and management 

initiatives, and pool resources to fill in knowledge gaps on these ecosystems. 

While encouraging the monitoring and management of seagrass meadows in the Western Indian 

Ocean, enhancing experience sharing and capacity-building, the network aims to promote 

harmonization of survey methods (for baseline assessment and monitoring) across the region to 

foster a comprehensive overview of the distribution and dynamics of these ecosystems, and inform 

management. 

2. Session objectives/projected outcomes 

This workshop will notably aim at: 

- Promoting and strengthening the network 
- Presenting a few seagrass-related activities taking place in the region   
- Foster partnerships 



The projected outcome will be the facilitation of exchanges and sharing of information between 
researchers, experts, and other actors involved in seagrass research or conservation programs. 

 
3. Target audience  

It is anticipated that around 30 symposium delegates comprising of scientists, students, managers or 
other actors showing interest and/or involved in seagrass related activities will attend the session. 
 
 

4. Programme 
 

Agenda Time 
Registration 3:00 – 3:10pm 
Welcome note / Introduction to the WIOSN 3:10 – 3:30pm 
Regional monitoring protocol  

 Introduction 

 Experience-sharing 

3:30 –4:00pm 

Coffee break 4:00 – 4:15pm 
Research, conservation and management initiatives in the WIO : updates on 
ongoing and future programs 

 Indo-Pacific Seagrass Network (IPSN)  

 Seagrass indicators 

 Blue carbon 

4:15 – 5:15pm 

Regional and international partnerships 5:15 – 5:45pm 
Concluding remarks and way forward  5:45 – 6:00pm 

 


