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Demonstrating Innovative Ocean Governance Mechanisms and Delivering Best
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Indian Ocean Large Marine Ecosystems;

(Short Title: SAPPHIRE- Joint Management Area (JMA) Demonstration Project).

The Mascarene Plateau consists of the Seychelles Plateau, the Ritchie Bank, the Saya de 
Malha Bank, the Nazareth Bank and the St Brandon shoals to the south up to Mauritius. The 
Mascarene Plateau represents a valuable large ecosystem from which economic, 
environmental and social benefits can be derived. It is in itself a unique area in terms of the 
geology and physical characteristics.

In September 2007, UNDP began implementation of the GEF-funded Agulhas and Somali 
Current Large Marine Ecosystems Project. The objective of this Project was to undertake an 
environmental baseline assessment of the Agulhas and Somali Current Large Marine 
Ecosystems, to fill information gaps needed to improve management decision-making and to 
ascertain the role of external forcing functions. The Project was designed to address the 
Agulhas and the Somali Current LMEs under one initial assessment process as well as the 
assessment of the Mascarene Plateau. It identified potential data/information gaps in the 
region and amplified the needs for further studies and research in the area.

JMA Demonstration Project

The Joint Management Area (JMA) Demonstration Project has the overall objective to 
identify and demonstrate new management approaches and techniques for the Mascarene 
Plateau.

It will assist Seychelles and Mauritius in the development and demonstration of new 
management approaches for such extended continental shelf areas which can provide lessons 
and management techniques that can be replicated both within the Western Indian Ocean as 
well as other similar maritime zones globally.

Methods

The JMA Demonstration Project aims at achieving its objectives through the delivery of four 
components as follows:

1. Building Technical and Management Capacity in support of Marine Spatial Planning 
(MSP) and effective management of the Joint Management Area;

2. Development of a data and information system along with a Programme of data 
capture and gap-filling as a foundation for an adaptive management strategy;

3. Adoption and implementation of a Marine Spatial Planning approach with the 
objective of improving and implementing effective decision-making for activities 
within the Joint Management Area; and

Expected Outcomes

A Marine Spatial Planning framework for effective management of the Joint Management 
Area.



A state-of-the-art data system to ensure information sharing between Seychelles and 
Mauritius


