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Title and Abstract

Title: Monitoring and Conservation Strategies of Dugong in Northern Mozambique

Abstract:  Many Dugong populations  worldwide are decreasing  and severely  fragmented.
Effective protection measures are needed for this species (Vulnerable following the global
IUCN Red List, East African populations were assessed as Endangered). Dugongs play an
important  role  in  seagrass-ecosystems,  influencing  the  amount  as  well  as  the  species  of
seagrass. The reduction of Dugongs from this ecosystem may alter species composition. The
research project was set up to fill the gap of information about the presence of Dugong in
Quirimbas National Park (QNP) and promote sustainable conservation measures among local
communities and park manager. The intervention was carried out with overall objective of
promoting conservation actions in favour of Dugong and biodiversity in the area.  The project



had 2 specific objectives: i) to collect baseline and scientific evidence and information of the
presence and distribution of dugong in QNP northern Mozambique;  and ii)  to reduce the
disturbance  on  marine  species  by  stakeholder  communities.  Data  were  collected  using
automatic underwater sound device system. The project involved park staff and fishermen
communities in order to build local capacities and spread awareness about the importance of
conservation  and  management  of  natural  resources.  The  research  project  counted  on  the
support  of  an  international  NGO  working  in  the  Park  and  a  research  group  expert  in
bioacoustics  monitoring.  Key  results  of  the  projects  were:  1)  Analysis  of  201  days  of
recording in 7 sites which show no proven evidence of Dugong presence in the monitored
area;  2)  600  people  more  aware  of  the  role  of  marine  mammal  species  in  biodiversity
conservation; 3) 5 park staff trained in biodiversity monitoring techniques.
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