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Abstract

Ghost nets are non-selective fishing gear abandoned or lost by the fishermen in the sea and or in the
sea. Ghost nets are damaging to marine systems, since they capture, harm and/or kill marine and
coastal  species  indiscriminately,  including  species  of  no  commercial  value,  vulnerable  and
endangered. The objective of this study was to assess the 

impact  of  the  Ghost  nets  in  the  mangroves  of  Costa  do  Sol,  southern  Mozambique.  Sites  of
occurrence of ghost nets in the mangrove of the Costa do the Sol were mapped, and the nets were
measured (mesh size and size of the net); . Animal species found in the nets were also identified and
quantified. . Twenty fishermen from Costa do Sol were interviewed to assess their awareness on
issues related to ghost nets . We collected 487 GPS points representing sites of occurrence of ghost
nets, and found 316 individuals identified of different taxonomic groups, including Osteichthyes,
Crustacea, Gastropoda, and Bivalvia. In the Gastropods class, two (2) families were identified as
Vaticidae  and Potamididae.  Of the individuals  identified  in  this  class,  (4)  belong to the family
Potamididae in the species Terebralia palustrise the family Vaticidae with (1) individual to African
Nodilittorina Africana. Nylon nets were mapped on the mangrove of the Costa do Sol beach, with
different lengths and mesh sizes ranging from (1 to 5 inches). The 2.5-inch mesh was the most
represented  (173 nets) . According to the fisherman, fishnets are disposed in the house

 (65%) deposit the, on the beach (20%), in the sea (10%) and in the mangroves (5%); (70%) leaves
in the sea, while (30%) dives and strips. Most of the fishermen aknowledge seeing animals trapped
in  ghost  nets  in  the  sea(60%),  ,  and (25%) observed them in  mangrove while  (15%) of  those
surveyed never observed trapped animals in a reduced number (30%). and (70%) of the fishermen
know nothing about ghost nets. 

The beach of the Costa del Sol has a lot of garbage from the sea and probably from the maintenance
of the nets by the fishermen, the sinners of the Beach of the Costa do Sol has no knowledge about
treatment of the hammocks by leaving flaps on the beach and in the mangrove; So with this work it
is hoped that it is of Law help to acquaint fishermen about ghost nets.


