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In June 2018, the Tanzanian state announced the completion of 2,400 m of sea walls in seven
different sites along the coast to protect vulnerable villages and cities from the threat of rising
sea-levels at a cost of more than $8 million dollars. Media accounts estimate sea-level rise in
Tanzania will be between 0.5 and 1.4 feet by 2050. While policy makers and the media paint a
picture of “people being swallowed by the sea”, scientific assessments indicate that mean sea-
level is actually  falling along Tanzania’s coastline (Wenzel and Schroter 2010, Woodroffe and
Horton 2005, and Woodworth et  al.  2007).   Sea-levels  may be rising eustatically  across the
globe, however, falling rates of sea-level in coastal  Tanzania are attributed to the rise of the
coastline  from  tectonic  plate  movements  associated  with  the  East  African  Rift  Valley
(Benjaminsen et al., 2008).  In Mafia Island Marine Park (MIMP), where the research for this
paper was conducted, women’s traditional ecological knowledge aligns with scientific accounts
of  falling  sea-levels  and  warming  ocean  temperatures.   Women  are  acutely  aware  of  these
ecological changes because sea-level and water temperature are critical factors in determining
seaweed species suitability and spatial extent for seaweed farming.  Seaweed farming is now one
of the few permissible, but not promoted, activities within MIMP.  This paper raises important
questions about why the real climate change threat of warming seas (Cheng et al. 2019), now
exacerbated by falling sea-levels in coastal Tanzania, is seemingly ignored by climate policy and
its implementation.  It also askes, why scientific and gendered traditional ecological knowledge
is unable to challenge  and change climate change narratives resulting in ill-conceived climate
change policies? Through the lens of feminist political ecology, this paper traces how knowledge
is produced, by whom and for whom; whose knowledge is legitimated and whose is silenced;
and  the  integral  role  gendered  traditional  ecological  knowledge  can  play  in  climate  change
policies.  As such, I demonstrate the need for a concerted engagement with the changed world of
environmental policy and discourse to challenge ill-conceived climate change narratives and put
gendered traditional ecological knowledge back in the picture on more politicized terms.
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