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Abstract:

Ocean and coastal zone management is a key challenge in the context of the global economic
growth  for  which,  sustainable  development  and  conservation  require  an  accurate  and  good
understanding of all  components of these areas. The lack of available  observational  data and
information related to ocean and coastal  areas becomes a major obstacle  for a good decision
making in the process of marine and coastal economic development planning.

The purpose of the Madagascar Coastal and Marine Atlas is to identify,  collect and organize
available geospatial datasets related to marine and coastal areas into an atlas as a single access
point to users (concerned scientists and students) and used as a toolkit for the development of
decision-making process.  Under  the sponsorship of  the C-RiSe Project  and the IOCAFRICA
Programme, the MaCMA will  contains  also a number of other geospatial  data from regional
projects.   

At the moment, most of the layers in the MaCMA are national-scale, but the interface permits
also the inclusion of layers from regional-scale. Based on Geonode mapserver, all datasets in the
MaCMA use the standard GIS mapping convention (longitude and latitude in decimal degrees)
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and all products are available in geographical coordinates using the WGS84 Projection system.
Actually,  the atlas contains  50 layers including themes ranging from Atmosphere,  Biosphere,
Geosphere,  Hydrosphere  and Human  Environment.  These  layers  cover  the  complete  area  of
interest, defined by the following geographical coordinates:  latitude zone from -5 degrees in the
north to -37 degrees in the south; and from +37 degrees in the East to +57 degrees in the east.

The MaCMA Project is sponsored by the C-RISe Project and the IOCAFRICA Program as part
of its initiative to “Improve the understanding of the ocean and costal process around Africa”. 


