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Background 

The Blue Economy has widely gained traction as a key concept that seeks to stem 

biodiversity loss whilst stimulating economic development, thereby integrating both 

environmental and economic interests. However, while there are various perspectives on and 

definitions of the Blue Economy, a critical lens is lacking. Although the Blue economy builds 

on the Green Economy, it has failed to engage with earlier critiques of the Green Economy 

and as a result similar critiques emerge in relation to the Blue Economy. Moreover, there 

seems to be little understanding of what the Blue Economy looks like in practice, and how 

the triple bottom line of economic growth, environmental sustainability, and social equity can 

be attained. This is further exacerbated by the fact that Blue Economy perspectives in 

practice, and at a national level where implementation occurs, are seldom analysed. Thus, 

what is lacking is a critical reflection of what the Blue Economy means in practice, and an 

understanding of who is driving this agenda at a sub-national scale. This paper provides an 

empirical contribution with data from the Seychelles, where a Blue Economy narrative 

together with a debt-for-nature swap has been shaping environmental governance in practice 

– but practice in turn is also influencing the concrete application of these ideas. Seychelles 

has a unique position in Africa, due to its remote location in the Indian Ocean, its political 

history, and its pioneering role in promoting the Blue Economy: it presents itself as a leader 

for Africa in this respect. 

 

Methods  

We developed a mixed methods approach that integrates qualitative interviews, Q-

methodology (combining quantitative and qualitative techniques which ask respondents to 

rank statements), and social network analysis, to investigate Blue Economy-influenced 

environmental policy making in Seychelles, and examine a) what the Blue Economy means 

in Seychelles b) who and what perspectives are influencing the Blue Economy in practice; c) 

who stands to gain or lose out. Data collection took place between March 2017 and March 

2018 and involved 21 initial and 11 follow up face-to-face interviews; and a structured online 

questionnaire with 20 of the original respondents. Respondents were all environmental policy 

makers and practitioners involved in Seychelles Blue Economy. 

 

Results  

The Q method provides evidence of at least three different perspectives amongst 

national policy practitioners in Seychelles: “Critical, with potential for change”, “Pragmatic 



and accepting”, and “Idealist and wanting to go further on equity”. There is surprising (given 

the variety of backgrounds) agreement between the actors involved in Seychelles Blue 

Economy policy landscape, with seven of the eleven actors sharing the same perspective. 

Furthermore, all three identified perspectives can be said to be variations of the “Oceans as 

natural capital” view in international discourse. However, all three perspectives found in 

Seychelles are rejecting the notion of “putting a price on nature” which is prominently 

featured in the “Oceans as natural capital” perspective. 

Other perspectives than the “Oceans as natural capital” view, which have been 

identified in the international discourse, are not present amongst the group of stakeholders in 

Seychelles. This means that firstly, Seychelles has chosen one very specific interpretation of 

the Blue Economy, and secondly, a large part of the scientific discourse about the Blue 

Economy does not directly apply to Seychelles. Indeed, some international perspectives on 

the Blue Economy are met with resistance in Seychelles, for example the notion of pricing 

nature and the importance of a market economy in the Blue Economy. There is a desire for 

Seychelles to steer the Blue Economy locally: all respondents see Seychelles as an actor that 

can set the agenda, and they agree that that “financing conservation with money from abroad 

means a loss of sovereignty” 

When combined with a network analysis of stakeholders in Seychelles, it becomes 

apparent that the most influential actors in the information network have a “Critical, with 

potential for change” perspective on the Blue Economy. These actors are influential in the 

network of resources as well, however in this network a “Pragmatic and accepting” 

perspective is more influential than in the information network, indicating that the potential 

for change might be limited due to the restrained influence of more critical actors. 

 Key will be for Seychelles to retain its autonomy in the Blue Economy: this is 

something that all respondents felt strongly about, as expressed by sovereignty concerns. This 

view was expressed in the follow-up interviews as well, by discussing the role of 

international funding bodies such as the World Bank and the UN: 

“What worries me is that they [international funding organisations] will come and 

push this agenda, and since it [conservation activities/the Blue Economy] is still 

supply driven, the people in the Ministry of Finance or the Blue Economy Department 

will just take it. And it shouldn’t be that way.” 

 

Conclusion  

Seychelles has taken the Blue Economy as an opportunity to position itself as 

influential on the international stage. In doing so it is shaping and redefining what the natural 

capital view on the Blue Economy means for Seychelles and beyond. Here, we have 

demonstrated a high level of support for the Blue Economy in Seychelles, both in principle 

and in practice. However, evident is a desire to shape it further, and for Seychelles to seize 

the opportunity to take control over both the process and the outcome. The implementation of 

the Blue Economy is experiencing resistance from within, and from powerful actors; and 

Seychelles is putting its own mark on the Blue Economy by taking a perspective that is 

distinct from the international discourse. Future research can acknowledge the agency of 

SIDS and other countries that have adopted the Blue Economy by paying attention to the 

possible different interpretations of and perspectives on the concept, and to the role of power 

and influence in the adoption of these ideas. 


