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Artisanal Fisheries is one of the most important coastal activities in Zanzibar.  This small-scale
fishery  is  vital  for  the  livelihoods,  food  security  and  well-being  of  coastal  communities  in
Zanzibar. The artisanal fisheries supply not less than 95 % of the marine catch in Zanzibar which
is the principal source of animal protein. Currently, the total fish production is 33,892 tons and
the per capita consumption is 22kg/person annually. Fisheries data are paramount important in
fisheries management and development, its important led to conduct fisheries frame survey after
at least four years. The surveys aim to obtain fisheries essential information through landing sites
to provide a sound basis for fisheries development planning and management decision making.

The surveys have been conducted using designated methodology which directs towards better
metadata. The survey always starts with providing Training for enumerators and awareness to
stakeholders including local community fishers for all Zanzibar 217 landing sites. A structured
questionnaire developed and used for collecting data during the interview and observation with
the  fishers  and  other  stakeholders  at  landing  sites.  The  raw  data  were  analyzed  through
developed database and report developed.

This survey indicates the increase of landing sites of Zanzibar by 31% compared to that of 2007.
The number of fishers has tremendously increased from 34,269 in 2007 to 49,332 in 2016 which
is an increase of 44% in 9 years’ interval.  Female fishers were 17% which increased by 33% of
that of 2007 from 4178 to 8257. Fishing vessels increased by 17% from 7,282 to 8,524 while
engines increased by 83% from that of 2007. Generally, fishing gears increased by 49% which
means; hand lines by 34%, traps by 46% and long lines 73%, and spear & Umango by 74%.  The
fisheries production data and frame surveys indicates that in 2003 catch per unit efforts (CPUE)
was 1.12 MT while that of 2016 is 0.69MT which shows decreasing trend of CPUE. 

The increasing of population  and fishing efforts  in artisanal  fishing grounds has led to high
fishing  pressure  which  causes  the  decreasing  of  fish  stock.  Although  the  number  of  illegal
fishing gears is slowly decreasing but the fisheries stock is also decreasing therefore, this survey
recommends  (i)  Controlling  access  in  fishing  grounds  and  species/fish  type  to  nourish
exploitable fish biomass (ii) improving priority fisheries management plans and MCS strategy.
(iii)  Develop  Youth  and  Women  employment  strategy  in  fisheries.  (iv)  Establishment  and
maintain the Fishers Savings and Loans to access deeper sea fishery. (v) Strengthening fisheries
co  management  system and  (vi)  Strengthening  boat  making  industry  and  fishers  vocational
training centers. By doing so, the Zanzibar fisheries will prosper by grasping priority fisheries
management regime.
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