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ORAL PRESENTATION 

 

Background and Introduction 

The Republic of South Africa endorsed and pledged to support the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC) initiative to collect data and information in the 

Indian Ocean basin. This five-year long programme was known as the Second International 

Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE-2), where all countries and several institutions around the world 

were requested to contribute towards this major programme of the IOC. Seeing it as a good 

opportunity to collectively participate in a programme that would benefit the whole East African 

countries, the Government of South Africa supported the proposed programme as it would spur 

the collection of baseline oceanographic data for the Indian Ocean, particularly around the 

countries and small island states that have never had baseline data collected around their marine 

environment. The RSA, through its National Department of Environmental Affairs announced to 

undertake a 30-day regional cruise in October 2017 aimed at conducting research whilst 

developing scientific and technical capacity to the participants.  

 

Methods and Results 

The call for application to participate on the cruise was advertised to the global community in 

August 2017, with a closing date for applications set for mid-September 2017. The cruise was 

undertaken between October and November 2017 onboard the SA Agulhas II. The various 

scientific disciplines represented included chemical-, biological-, physical oceanography, 

meteorology, marine pollution, marine mammals and seabirds and marine geology. More than 

200 applications were received, and a total of 83 applicants were accepted to participate.  

Being a first cruise of its kind, the cruise contingent consisted of almost 30 experts and 50 

trainees originating from 9 countries participated on a 30-day cruise onboard the South Africa’s 

II research and supply vessel called SA Agulhas II, which was divided into four legs and 

traversing through territorial waters of three countries bordered by the Indian Ocean. The cruise 

also had four (4) port calls, where outreach and awareness events were undertaken. Due to its 
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nature in the region, the cruise received a lot of print and visual media coverage through the 

various countries. Almost 15 media articles regarding the cruise were produced. 

Scientifically, a total of 131 research stations were occupied between the inshore until offshore 

regions extending from South Africa until to the northern extent of Tanzania. Thousands of 

biological, chemical and geological samples were collected and analysed at different 

laboratories. 

The trainees were trained in their respective chosen disciplines, to such an extent that at the end 

of the cruise, they were able to deploy instruments, extract oceanographic data and samples as 

well as do basic analyses and interpretation of the observations. Different seabird species and 

various marine mammals were sighted along the cruise track. 

 

Conclusion 

The total estimated amount spent on the cruise was ZAR13 million (2017 South African Rands 

at an exchange rate of ZAR14=US$1). Although the cruise was considered a resounding success, 

it also had its own logistical, technical, diplomatic, medical and social challenges, some being 

experienced for the first time, as it was the first time that the SA Agulhas II had sailed further 

north of Durban. Participants indicated that they had had good experience onboard and were able 

to learn a lot in a short space of time. Some collaborations amongst early-career scientists and 

technicians were established, with trainees managing to identify potential supervisors for their 

subsequent postgraduate studies.  

The administrative activities related to organizing a regional cruise of this magnitude cannot be 

detailed, however, the presentation seeks to provide details and challenges related to organizing a 

major research cruise of this magnitude where there are differences in age, language, religion and 

scientific disciplines. Despite these differences all logistics were well-coordinated within a short 

space of time to ensure a successful cruise.  

The objective of the presentation is to detail, as much as possible, challenges, achievements and 

lessons learnt in the logistical arrangements involved in organizing a successful regional cruise 

that traverse three or four countries.  


