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In South Africa, integrated coastal management (ICM) has been unequivocally 

established in policy and legislation as the framework within which environmental 

management and regulation in the coastal zone must be undertaken. As the ten-year 

anniversary of South Africa’s ICM legislation first taking effect approaches, the 

timing is apt to reflect qualitatively on policy, institutional, legislative and 

implementation milestones within the ICM space.  Further investigation of the more 

nuanced socio-political aspects of the current ICM landscape is also urgently 

needed. Through in-depth dialogues with a range of stakeholders holding direct or 

indirect affiliations to ICM in the Western Cape province, this study delves into the 

experiences and worldviews of a cross-section of ICM role-players spanning civil 

society as well as the private, public and research sectors. Drawing on insights from 

political ecology, a discourse analysis approach is used to interpret the data and 

advance understanding of the following: 

 The congruency of different ICM role-player’s personal understandings of 

the ICM framework;  

 ICM role-players’ opinions on the current state of ICM in the Western Cape;  

 The diversity and complexity of the knowledge space within ICM; and 

 Some of the socio-political processes at play within the ICM framework and 

process related to decision-making and knowledge inclusivity.  

 

Preliminary findings suggest that civil society role-players view the purpose and 

outcomes of ICM differently to role-players in other sectors such as policy authors 

and decision-makers, based on their personal understanding of ICM. Views 

regarding the current state of ICM in the Western Cape are mixed and vary 

sectorally; while the knowledge space emerges as a site of contestation and 

meaning-making within the ICM landscape. As such this research breaks new 

ground in qualitatively ‘taking the pulse’ of ICM in the Western Cape and has 

potential to contribute to the evolution of ICM policy in South Africa and further 

afield.   


