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Protected areas in Zanzibar, Tanzania are classified as marine conservation areas (MCAs),
and they are managed with focus on their human inhabitants and are designed for integration
of communities in their decision making structure-even the use of the term “Conservation
Area” instead of “Protected areas” indicates the multiple use nature of these reserves. The
MCAs provide benefit by maintaining the habitat condition of the area and through spillover
of fish to the adjacent areas. However their management is complicated by the fact that they
have  people  living  within  them,  who  are  not  wholly  restricted  from resource  extraction
activities.The Zanzibar Government has established five MCAs, covering most of the coastal
area around the islands. However, little is known about how fishers perceive these protected
areas, a factor which is critical in ensuring compliance with MCA rules and regulations. A
study was  undertaken to  examine  the  perception  of  fishers  on  the  fisheries  benefit  from
Tumbatu Marine Conservation Area and Menai Bay Conservation Area, Unguja Island. A
total  of  205  fishers  and  household  communities  involved  in  fisheries  activities  were
interviewed using questionnaire, semi structured interviews and key informant interviews and
their respondents were used to collect data. Almost half of the respondents were involved in
conservation activities in the MCA and report varied benefits obtained from it. Weaknesses
were observed mostly in the monitoring and control of the MCAs. Additionally, a significant
percentage of the respondents from the north and a few from the south stated that they are
totally unaware of the MCAs and are not involved in any conservation practices. They are in
need conservation knowledge and government assistance in patrols, fisheries subsidies and
law  enforcement  where  necessary.  General  recommendations  from  the  study  includes
sensitizations  of  the  local  community  on  conservation  practices,  involvement  of  the
village/shehia fisheries committee in decision making, close follow up on law enforcement
by the government and use of scientific information in the selection of the area and time for
periodic reef closures where applicable.
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