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Background
Descriptions of 17 areas that meet the criteria for Ecologically or Biologically Significant
Marine Areas (EBSAs) in South Africa were formally endorsed by the CBD Conference of
the  Parties  in  October  2014.  These  included  that  were  contained  within  the  Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) and a further six that extended into other country’s EEZ’s or into
Areas Beyond National  Jurisdiction (ABNJ).  Since 2016 the country’s EBSAs have been
under review. Reasons for this include to (i) identify gaps and opportunities, (ii) update with
the  latest  scientific  information,  (iii)  ensure  a  more  robust  and  cross-sectorally  inclusive
process than was conducted when EBSAs were initially described for the country (2012-14),
and  (iv)  enhance  scientific-based  information  and  recommendations  to  Marine  Spatial
Planning and other  marine  management  and conservation  measures.  The review forms a
component of the regional MARISMA (Marine Spatial Management and Governance of the
Benguela  Current  Large  Marine Ecosystem) that  is  coordinated  by the Benguela  Current
Convention (BCC) and supported by the German Cooperation for International Cooperation.
MARISMA supports the member states of the BCC (South Africa, Namibia and Angola) and
key stakeholders  in the marine management sector to enhance sustainable management and
governance of their marine biodiversity and natural resources 

Methods
A Systematic Conservation Planning (SCP) approach has been used to identify new potential
areas to be assessed in terms of EBSA criteria, and also to delineate their boundaries or to
revise the boundary delineations of existing EBSAs. Data from recent surveys (especially of
offshore areas) and other identified data sources (e.g. animal tracking) were incorporated.
The process has included national stakeholder workshops, regional benchmarking with other
countries  in  the  region  (Namibia  and  Angola),  and  review  by  an  international  panel  of
experts. EBSAs extending into ABNJ were not considered; revision of these EBSAs would
require a separate process. 

Results
A proposal is being drafted following the revision that sees descriptions for three proposed
newly described EBSAs (namely Protea Seamount  Cluster,  Cape Point  to  Cape Agulhas,
Tsitsikamma-Robberg), splitting of two existing EBSAs which comprised groups of features
into multiple distinct EBSAs, the joining of some features into a single EBSA, and boundary
revisions  to  most  remaining  EBSAs.  In  general  the  revised  boundaries  that  are  being
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proposed have much closer alignment with EBSA features than was the case for the initial
boundaries,  to  allow  for  better  inclusion  in  planning  and  more  focused  management
intervention. The proposal, if accepted will bring the number of EBSAs in South African
waters to 21, including those extending into other countries and into ABNJ, 11 of which are
in the West Indian Ocean. With the exception of those extending into ABNJ, all are Type 1
(single, spatially static features) or Type 2 (groups of spatially static features). 

Conclusions
The proposal still requires national endorsement before submission to the CBD’s Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA). Multiple data layers and
associated information resulting from the SCP approach, including the features themselves,
the anthropogenic pressures that they are subjected to, and their resulting habitat condition
and threat status, have provided a robust evidence base for evaluating potential management
measures  for  EBSAs that  can  be considered  for  the  development  and implementation  of
marine spatial management plans, or in other area-based management processes. This forms
the next phase of the project. 


