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The ecosystem approach of fishery (EAF) adapt to the context of Comoros marine

protected areas

The diminution of fish stocks and coastal marine ecosystems degradation in Comoros National

Parks are problematic for communities living in the highly dependent marine protected areas of

the country. The effects of climate change add additional pressure by threatening the availability,

stability, accessibility and use of fish stocks. Therefore, management measures for responsible

fishing  are  essential  to  ensure  the  conservation  of  stocks  at  an  acceptable  level  and  the

preservation of the integrity of ecosystems, while allowing communities to live on this basic

economic and ecological resource.

The aim of the research was to propose a tool for the eco-systemic approach to fisheries as a

negotiation  method  for  the  sustainable  management  of  fisheries  resources  concerning  the

management  of  natural  resources  and  marine  protected  areas.  The  research  concluded  that

current approaches to the management of natural resources in marine protected areas are weak in

reconciling socio-economic and environmental issues in Comoros fisheries. From a global point

of view, the lack of political motivation, the limited information, the marginal participation of

certain  key  actors  in  the  decision-making  and  participatory  processes  and  the  lack  of

coordination  between  the  different  policies  are  direct  obstacles  to  sustainable  management.

The current  political  framework of  the Comoros remains  a  major  obstacle  to  environmental

management; the federal government is planning an integrated vision on the National Policy for

Fisheries and Environmental Management, while some local government actors are planning a

segmented vision of natural resource management.



These shortcomings led to the identification of possible lines of thought that could be considered

to  improve  the  sustainability  of  artisanal  fisheries.  Sustainable  fisheries  management  in  the

Comoros must be part of a broader vision that includes the participation of all stakeholders in the

park for the purpose of harmonizing local and government policies; experience has shown that

these  actors  are  very  useful  for  developing  sustainable  solutions.

The proposal of a single instrument for the management of small-scale fisheries based on the

livelihoods approach and incorporating the premises of the EAF would allow a greater emphasis

on  the  social  dimension  of  fisheries  and  respect  knowledge  and  culture  of  communities

dependent  on  artisanal  fishing.  The EAF would be  better  adapted  to  the  local  perspectives,

capacities and means of the local communities of the Comoros National Parks for the efficient

management of the park's natural resources. In order for an effective fisheries management, the

local communities must be reassured that the EAF is a tool whose priority fields of action are the

diversification  of  their  sources  of  income,  the  development  of  the  forces  of  the  artisanal

fishermen  in  the  national  parks  integrated  management,  strengthening  of  legal  frameworks,

development  of  communication  and  data  sharing  tools,  as  well  as  the  protection  of  coastal

marine ecosystems.


