
11th WIOMSA Symposium – Special Session: 
  

Presenting two new documentary films on 
Marine Conservation and People's Rights in South Africa and Tanzania 

 
films presented by Ian Bryceson and Ella-Kari Muhl (in absentia) 

with Moenieba Isaacs and Narriman Jiddawi as discussants 
 

          
 
In this Special Session, we shall show and discuss two new films: 
   "Born on the Rocks" by Ella-Kari Muhl, on Tsitsikamma Marine Protected Area, South Africa; 
   "Tropical Marine Biodiversity and People's Rights" by Ian Bryceson, about marine conservation and 
tourism in Tanzania. 
 
In both films, coastal villagers and their elected leaders explain their own perspectives.  These films 
recognise the ecological and social importance of marine conservation and the potential benefits of 
tourism, but they also show research results, which elucidate how some instances of marine 
conservation and tourism have had serious negative impacts on the livelihoods and rights of coastal 
communities.  Conservation and tourism interventions sometimes exclude coastal peoples from 
their traditional areas, dispossess them of their landscapes and seascapes, and prevent them from 
utilising their natural resources, which are essential for their livelihoods.  Some serious cases of 
violations of human rights are also illuminated.  
 
Both negative and positive examples of marine conservation and tourism in South Africa and 
Tanzania are presented, in the hope that useful lessons can be learned, which may hopefully 
contribute towards raising awareness and influencing policy and practices of marine conservation 
and tourism, towards more sustainable options with genuine recognition of coastal people's rights.  
The goals of marine conservation and tourism development need to be pursued with fundamental 
recognition of, and coherence with, the principles of social justice, genuine freedom and sustainable 
development. 
 
With this special session, we hope to encourage researchers (both young and old) to make video 
documentaries from their research, and especially to involve coastal communities to freely express 
their own views.  The hardware and software for film-making is becoming more affordable, the film 
media is steadily of higher quality, and the editing software is progressively more user-friendly.  
Moreover, video is becoming increasingly effective as a medium of communication and 
dissemination through open-access internet, with growing accessibility to reach wider audiences 
throughout the Western Indian Ocean region and even world-wide. 
 
Programme: the Session will begin at xx:xx in room xxxxxxxxxx and will end by xx:xx (two hours) 

• Introduction (5 minutes)  

• "Born on the Rocks" (10 minutes) 



• Comments by Moenieba Isaacs (10 minutes) 

• Discussion of first film (15 minutes) 

• "Tropical Marine Biodiversity and People's Rights" (48 minutes) 

• Comments by Narriman Jiddawi (10 minutes) 

• Discussion of second film (15 minutes) 

• Discussion about film-making in relation to research dissemination in the WIO (10 minutes). 
 
 


