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PROPOSAL FOR A SPECIAL SESSION:  WIO MARINE TURTLE NETWORK 

Submitted by Lindsey West, Vice Chair, WIO Marine Turtle Task Force 

 

Background 
 

The WIO region hosts five species of marine turtle (green, hawksbill, leatherback, loggerhead 

and olive ridley) and multiple life stages of each species (reproductive (mature adults and 

eggs), juvenile, sub-adults and adults) are represented.  Marine turtles are highly migratory 

and move across multiple national jurisdictions during their different life history stages.  

Marine turtles in the WIO region face a multitude of threats including unsustainable 

exploitation for meat and eggs; destruction of nesting beaches and feeding habitats; incidental 

mortality in fishing operations (‘by-catch’); climate change, marine pollution (especially 

plastic); abandoned fishing nets (‘ghost nets’), inappropriate beach management strategies, 

and natural predation.  To address these threats, ten of the eleven Western Indian Ocean 

countries (exception of Somalia) have initiated significant efforts to conserve and protect 

marine turtles and their biodiversity-rich habitats by formally adopting and implementing the 

Indian Ocean South East Asia Marine Turtle Memorandum of Understanding (IOSEA MoU) 

and its integral Conservation and Management Plan (CMP).  Due to the highly migratory 

nature of marine turtles, strong cooperation among States in the WIO region is crucial for the 

effective implementation of the CMP. 

 

Session objectives 

 

The special session will consist of both morning and afternoon sessions.  The morning 

session will be open to all participants of the 11
th

 WIOMSA Symposium with an interest in 

marine turtles and their habitats. 

 

Specific objectives of the open session: 

 

1. Share updates on current marine turtle research and monitoring programmes, 

conservation and management initiatives and key emerging threats in the region. 

2. Identify opportunities for future collaboration incorporating multi-disciplinary 

approaches. 

3. Identify effective communications tools for sharing marine turtle information and 

emerging issues in the WIO region. 

 

The afternoon session will be a closed meeting of the WIO Marine Turtle Task Force (WIO-

MTTF).  The WIO-MTTF was established as a scientific and technical advisory committee to 

governments in the WIO region under two international instruments (the IOSEA Marine 

Turtle MoU and the Nairobi Convention). The WIO-MTTF thus provides technical support to 

governments in a regional context, through the collection and review of scientific information 

on marine turtles and their habitats.  Since its creation in 2008, the WIO MTTF has held 

seven meetings and workshops, leading to significant progress in the region. 

 

Specific objectives of the WIO MTTF meeting: 

 

1. Evaluate progress towards the implementation of the CMP in each country. 

2. Identify priority activities for the WIO region for the next triennium in preparation for 

the 8
th

 meeting of Signatory States to the IOSEA MoU (to be held in late 2019). 
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3. Review process for selecting candidates for the new chair of the WIO MTTF. 

4. Identify strategies to improve coordination and cooperation with IOSEA and Nairobi 

Convention Secretariats. 

5. Identify strategies to better align marine turtle conservation and management in the 

WIO region with international instruments e.g. CITES, RAMSAR. 

 

Expected outputs 

 

A required output for both sessions will be a report detailing the main conclusions and 

discussion points together with an action plan of agreed priorities with associated timelines.   

The report of the open session will be used as a communication document and as a guideline 

to prioritize future marine turtle conservation and management actions in the WIO region.  

The report of the WIO MTTF meeting will serve as a formal document to represent the 

priorities and proposed actions of the WIO region at the forthcoming meeting of Signatory 

States to the IOSEA MoU. 

 

Target audience  

 

The target audience for the open session is scientists, academics, coastal practitioners, 

decision makers, researchers and students.   Importantly, the audience will include 

representatives of both the WIO MTTF and IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group who are 

considered to be regional technical experts.  Their contributions will help to strengthen 

knowledge and capacity of participants that are new to marine turtle research, conservation 

and management in the region. 

 

The target audience for the WIO MTTF meeting will be members of the WIO MTTF from all 

10 represented countries.  A representative of the IOSEA Secretariat will participate together 

with a member of the IOSEA Advisory Committee.  

 

Tentative open session programme 

 

1. Country presentations (Comoros, France (Reunion), Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, 

Mozambique, Seychelles, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, United 

Kingdom). 

2. Plenary discussion: 

 Regional coherence in conservation and management actions, methods, 

protocols and data storage methods. 

 Emerging threats to marine turtles in the WIO and potential solutions. 

 Common issues and opportunities for collaboration. 

 Communications tools for information sharing on marine turtle issues in the 

WIO region. 

 

Tentative programme for WIO MTTF meeting 

 

1. Update from each country on the implementation of the IOSEA CMP. 

2. WIO regional priorities for the next triennium based on feedback from country 

representatives. 

3. Leadership of the WIO MTTF. 

4. Cooperation with IOSEA and Nairobi Convention Secretariats. 

5. Alignment with key international instruments. 


