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Special session proposal 

WIOMSA symposium, Mauritius 2019 

5 July 2019; 11:30 – 18:00 

 

Session name 

Kicking blue justice for men and women in the WIO 

 

Background 

WIOMSA the main organization active in the WIO for the promotion of ocean sustainability has been 

working actively promoting women involvement as part of the organization activities. During the last 

symposium in Dar es Salaam the “WIMS network” (Women in marine science network – WIOMSA) was 

formally launched. In this proposed session, we want to keep up momentum on this work. Involving and 

empowering women in the WIOMSA region encompasses not only more women researchers 

involvement, but also associated gender research topics and gender mainstreaming in organizations. In 

this interactive session, we want to address the research priorities to deal with blue justice and gender 

research in the WIO region.  

With the broad development of the “Blue economy” presented during the UN conference on sustainable 

development 2012 (Río + 20) and heavily discussed in Nairobi in 2018, it is important to discuss the 

issues of justice for the people of the WIO. Both men and women will be affected by these issues and it is 

important to make differential analyses about the possible impacts of the proposed economic and resource 

extractive approaches with “Blue growth” and the “Blue economy”. Key concerns for the region is the 

position of small-scale fisheries, aquaculture, tourism development and other proposed extractive 

industries.  

Session goal 

The goal of this session is to start a discussion around “Blue justice for men and women” in the context of 

coastal zone activities found in the WIO. We want to analyze the novel concept of Blue justice with a 

gender lens and link it to the different WIO’s country needs and situation.  

 

Session format 

To reach the goal, we plan to have a hybrid session (presentation, discussion, group work and on-line 

questionnaire). The session will start with one presentation in which key definitions and a generic working 

model will be presented to the audience. Following the presentation, the floor will be opened for discussion 

in a semi-structured manner. We aim to have representation from the four continental countries (Kenya, 

Tanzania, Mozambique and South Africa, as well as many as possible Island states). The points to kick off 

the discussion will be based on the proposed generic model for Inclusive management (de la Torre-Castro, 

2019), which addresses the needs to map seascapes, map resource users, performance of deep gender 

analysis, integration of information and tailoring management plans. For each point, a discussion about 

needs, challenges and available resources will be done for each country. An overall rank of priorities will 

be also done. The session will be run in a semi-structured matter, with the key points decided ahead, but 

open to new insights that participants may bring. Depending on the number of participants the session will 

be done in a table discussion plenary manner or working in small groups arranged by country. A 

questionnaire to be filled on-line will be conducted also.  

 

 

Detailed schedule 

11:30-12:30 – Introduction of the session and presentation, briefly gender research in the WIO and key 

concepts. Objective of the session, etc. Questions from the audience. 

12:30-13:00 – Organization of the participants in groups. Distribution of tasks and responsibilities.  

13:00- 14:00 – Lunch break 
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14:00-15:00- Discussion and filling information. Working departing from the model and matrix to fill 

information for each country and men/women. 

15:00-16:00- continue discussion and work 

16:00-16:30- Coffee break 

16:30-18:00- Answer on-line form, wrapping information and the way forward.  

 

Outcomes 

This innovative session will provide the first organized effort in the topic of Blue justice and gender in the 

WIO and will serve as the basis for future work. If the empirical material is strong enough for publication, 

we would like to submit this for publication in one of the conference journals or in the WIO journal of 

marine science.  

 

 

Chairs, facilitators and participants 

Maricela de la Torre-Castro, Stockholm University, Sweden 

Sara Fröcklin, The Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, Sweden 

Astrid Max, Stockholm University, Sweden  

 

Key country representatives  

 

Key representatives of the WiMS (Women in Marine Science Network) 

  

Session open to all interested 


