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Introduction 

The Nairobi Convention, Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA) and 

Institute of Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS- Potsdam) are organizing a Session on Ocean 

governance for the Western Indian Ocean (WIO) region to be held on 05 July 2019 at the WIOMSA 

Symposium in Mauritius. The aim of this session is to discuss and identify the governance needs 

and priorities for safe, secure, clean and sustainably managed Western Indian Ocean and provide 

a basis and context for policy discussion on ocean governance. Additionally, the session will 

identify relevant stakeholders and discuss science-based policy approaches which will inform the 

development of the WIO ocean governance strategy. In the follow-up to this session it is 

envisaged that outputs will be presented and discussed at a Regional Ocean Governance 

workshop planned in September 2019. The Marine Regions Forum 2019 (on 30 September – 2 

October 2019 in Berlin) provides another the opportunity to present the outcomes to an 

international group of ocean governance experts and to feed into the ocean sustainability related 

global process. 

 

The value of the global ocean-based economy is estimated between USD 3-6 trillion/year and 

more than 3 billion people rely on the oceans for their livelihoods. In the last few years, coastal 

and marine ecosystems around the world have begun to show signs of degradation due to 

unsustainable utilization of the living and non-living resources, infrastructure development, 

extractive industries and pollution. This calls for effective ocean governance for coordination of 

the multiple uses of the ocean and the protection of the marine environment through policy 

instruments, regional actions and national legal frameworks.  

 

Ocean Governance in Africa 

 

Beyond Africa’s traditional maritime industries dominated by shipping, transport and fishing, 

emerging industries such as oil and gas, mariculture and wind and wave energy, are constantly 

increasing pressures on the coastal and marine resource base of the Continent. It is on this 

premise that the 2015 Cairo Declaration of the African Ministerial Conference on the 

Environment (AMCEN) agreed to support efforts for the protection of the marine environment. 



 

The 16th session of AMCEN held in Gabon in June 2017 requested the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) and the secretariats of the Regional Seas Conventions to enter 

into cooperative arrangements with the regional bodies in order to enhance the application of 

ecosystem-based approaches in ocean governance in Africa. At the 7th special session of AMCEN 

held in September 2018 in Nairobi, African states we urged to promote growth and development 

of the ocean sector in the context of sustainable blue economy pathway and support 

mainstreaming of aquatic biodiversity in all productive sectors. As a follow up, the secretariat for 

AMCEN undertook background studies to support member states in developing an Africa Ocean 

Governance Strategy. 

These undertakings will support the African Union Agenda 2063 aspiration for a prosperous Africa 

based on inclusive growth and sustainable development. In the first 10 years of implementation 

of Agenda 2063, the African Union Assembly has appointed the Regional Economic Communities 

(RECs) to serve as focal points for the facilitation of the adoption, implementation, monitoring 

and evaluation of all development initiatives of members states related to Agenda 2063.   

 

Ocean Governance in the Western Indian Ocean (WIO) region 

Marine and coastal resources in the WIO region are managed by different national institutions, 

organizations, agreements and commissions which have independent and often times 

overlapping mandate. The WIO region comprises 10 countries: Comoros, France (Réunion), 

Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Seychelles, Somalia, South Africa and Tanzania 

which are contracting parties to the Nairobi Convention for the Protection, Management and 

Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the Western Indian Ocean Region. The 

region has a total coastline of more than 15,000 km, a continental shelf area of some 450,000 

km2 and, an estimated population of 220 million people, of which over 60 million live within 

100km of the shoreline. The annual gross marine product least US$ 20.8 billion in the WIO region, 

(equivalent to the Gross Domestic Product of a country) illustrates the significant economic value 

of the region’s coastal and marine resources. 

 

The coastal and marine environment of the WIO region has started showing signs of degradation 

and biodiversity loss attributed to both natural factors such as climate change and anthropogenic 

activities such as coastal development, overfishing, sand mining, dredging and pollution from 

land based sources and activities. It is in this context that ocean governance is being seen as an 

effective mechanism for addressing sustainable use of marine and coastal resources. 

 

The Nairobi Convention offers a legal framework, a forum for intergovernmental discussions and 

coordinates the efforts of its contracting parties in the protection, management and 

development of their coastal and marine environment. The convention is keen on promoting 



 

ocean governance through cooperation, collaboration and partnerships between governments, 

intergovernmental organizations, Regional Fisheries Management Organization and Regional 

Economic Communities. This readiness was highlighted at the 2017 UN Ocean Conference where 

the Nairobi Convention together with a large group of regional and international actors 

committed themselves to develop a partnership approach for implementing SDG 14 in the 

Western Indian Ocean1. 

 

Rationale of the Ocean Governance Session 

In August 2018, the Ninth Conference of Parties to the Nairobi Convention adopted Decision 

CP.9/6 on Ocean Governance in the WIO region. The planned session recognizes the efforts of 

Contracting Parties, including those of the Governments of Seychelles, South Africa and Mauritius 

towards a sustainable ocean economy and the need for a robust ocean governance mechanism. 

The session will focus on the following objectives as a basis for the development of an ocean 

governance strategy for the WIO: 

Objectives 

1) To map key stakeholders for a WIO Ocean Governance strategy 

2) To discuss and identify problems and priorities to be addressed in the WIO Ocean 

Governance strategy 

3) To discuss the context of the WIO Ocean Governance Strategy (institutional set-up, ocean 

governance themes and emerging concerns) 

4) To align the development of the WIO ocean governance strategy with the Sustainable 

Development Goals and targets and with the ongoing global discussions on Biological 

Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ), the ocean dimension in the Paris 

Agreement, the UN Decade for Ocean Science  as well as other global ocean governance 

initiatives 

5) To discuss the mechanisms to support and promote effective ocean governance among 

WIO countries.  

Expected Outputs 

1) Overview of stakeholders and actors involved in the WIO ocean governance strategy 

2) List of ocean governance needs and priorities of the region  

3) Structure of regional ocean governance workshop to be held in September 2019 and 

contribution to Marine Regions Forum 20192 

                                                           
1 https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=18313 
2https://www.prog-ocean.org/our-work/prog-marine-regions-forum-2/ 

https://www.prog-ocean.org/our-work/prog-marine-regions-forum-2/


 

4) Agree on background papers on ocean governance to be prepared and presented at the 

regional ocean governance workshop  

Expected Participants 

1) Senior Policy makers/ decision makers 

2) Marine and Coastal Ecosystem Experts 

                                                           
 


