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Background. 

The Western Indian Ocean- Early Career Scientists Network (WIO-ECSN) was established at the 10th 

Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA) Symposium held in Dar es Salam, Tanzania 

from 31st October to 2nd November 2017. The main goal of the WIO-ECSN is to communicate research 

priorities from early career scientists to the scientific leadership of the WIO region and to provide a platform 

for facilitating interdisciplinary and regional research collaborations. Currently, the network is coordinated 

by an elected committee composed of seven members. Since then, with close support of WIOMSA, the 

network has grown rapidly. The WIO-ECSN has 279 members from nine-member states of the WIO region, 

namely Comoros, Kenya, Madagascar, Mayotte, Mozambique, Reunion, Seychelles, South Africa and 

Tanzania. The WIO-ECSN intends to convene a workshop in the special session of the forthcoming 11th 

WIOMSA Symposium to highlight its two years progress and discuss various matter pertaining the network.  

 

Workshop main objective. 

The main objective of the workshop is to bring together the early career scientists from the Western Indian 

Ocean region to discuss its one and a half year progress in growing early scientific careers in the network 

and its contribution to marine science in the WIO region.  

 

Workshop Specific Objectives 

The specific objectives of the workshop include the following  

1. To grow membership of the network across the member states in the region by targeting new members 

entering marine sciences; 

2. To discuss the challenges and success of the network in its one and a half year progress since its 

inception and the way forward for the development of marine sciences and research in the region; 

3. To discuss the establishment of collaboration between WIO-ECSN and other relevant stakeholders in 

the region such as Indian-Ocean Rim Association (IORA) and the Women in Marine Science Network; 

4. To seek mentorship from senior scientists for the development of early careers scientists in the WIO 

region; 

5. To discuss the five-year strategic plan of the WIO-ECSN. 



Workshop outcomes. 

The expected outcomes from the workshop are to: 

1. Register new members from any of the nine-member states within the WIO region. 

2. Facilitate member suggestions to strengthen and establish the regional ties of the network among its 

members and other relevant stakeholders. 

3. Establish a capacity building collaboration for early careers scientists between the WIO-ECSN, Indian-

Ocean Rim Association and the Women in Marine Science Network. 

4. Seek and obtain mentors at the 11th WIOMSA Symposium to guide the early careers scientists to mold 

their development in their marine research activities. 

5. Recommend and approve the five years strategic plan of the WIO-ECSN according to the needs 

provided in the strategic plan by each member state. 

 

Targeted audience 

The workshop is open to the early career researchers, and scientists, mentors and other stakeholders from 

various disciplines. It is expected that more participants including graduates, post-graduates and scientists 

from research and academic institutes, and NGOs will participate in the session. 

 

Workshop Format. 

The workshop will be divided into sessions: 

•  The opening session of will be facilitated by the chairperson of the network who will review the 

current status and profile of the network.  

• Operational activities: This second session will involve the review of activities, challenges and 

successes of the network, presented by the General Secretary and Chairperson of the network. 

• Theme: To enhance and establish potential collaborations with, and enhance mentorship to early 

careers scientists in the region, creating learning networks for transfer of knowledge such as IORA, 

Woman Network and Senior scientists.   

• Strategic plan: The session will involve discussions around a five-year strategic network plan 

developed from the needs of each member states, reviewed and adopted for implementation. 

• Closure of session: Closing remarks from invited guest of honor will be given. 

 

  



 

The Coordinating Committee 

The Coordinating Committee comprises of early career researchers including PhD and MSc students from 

Western Indian Ocean region specialized in various disciplines such as marine biology, ecology, fisheries 

biology, physical and chemical oceanography, marine spatial planning, governance and socio-economic 

development. 

Table 1: Name, designation and affiliation of current ECSN leadership 

Name Position  Country  Institute of Affiliation 

Riaan Cedras Chairperson South Africa University of Western Cape 

Risper Oteke Vice Chairperson Kenya Kisauni Youth Polytechnic (Environmental 

Project) 

Edward Senkondo General Secretary Tanzania Tanzania Fisheries Research Institute 

Emmanuel Sweke Board Member Tanzania Tanzania Fisheries Research Institute 

Gildas Todinanahary Board Member Madagascar Fishery and Marine Sciences 

Institute, University of Toliara  

Randall Mabwa Board Member Kenya CORDIO East Africa 

Stela Fernando Board Member Mozambique National Institute of Fisheries research 

Ahmed Mohamed 

Nadjim 

Country Coordinator Comoros University of Comoros 

Clay Obota Country Coordinator Kenya CORDIO East Africa 

Dimitri Theuerkauff Country Coordinator Mayyote Centre Universitaire de Mayotte 

Henitsoa Jaonalison Country Coordinator Madagascar Fishery and Marine Sciences 

Institute, Université of Toliara  

Lourenco Zacarias Country Coordinator Mozambique National Institute of Fisheries research 

Marcelina F. Mushi Country Coordinator  Tanzania Institute of Marine Sciences 

Njaratiana Rabearisoa Country Coordinator Reunion Institut de Recherche pour le Développement 

Rodney Govinden Country Coordinator  Seychelles Seychelles Fishing Authority 

Tania Moyikwa Country Coordinator South Africa University of Cape Town 

 

 

 


