
  
 

MeerWissen – African-German Partners for Ocean Knowledge: Building capacities 
for knowledge-based policy making in the WIO Region”   

 
Convener: MeerWissen and its four MeerWissen partnership projects from the Western 

Indian Ocean Region, in partnership with WIOMSA 
 

Full day Session at 11th WIOMSA Scientific Symposium 

Background: 
In order to conserve marine and coastal ecosystems more effectively, we need clear and 
feasible policies based on scientific knowledge. Marine sciences play a key role in 
underpinning knowledge-based decision-making for marine conservation policies in today’s 
world. To increase our knowledge about the oceans, it is crucial to establish strong links 
among marine researchers on the one hand, and between researchers and policy-making 
bodies on the other. The MeerWissen Initiative supports partnerships between marine 
research institutions in Africa and Germany that work at the science-policy interface. The 
goal is to jointly align research with national and regional policy agendas and the needs of 
decision-makers and to produce outputs and cooperation formats that support decision-
makers.  
 
Objectives of the session: 

• Inform about and discuss the MeerWissen initiative and approach 

• Engage stakeholders and bring their knowledge into MeerWissen projects 

• Discuss how to design and communicate scientific outputs 

• Share expectations towards and modalities for science-policy engagement in the regional 
science-policy platform  

• Networking and knowledge exchange, particularly around the science to policy process  

• Compilation of best practice examples of the science to policy process 
 
Approach: The MeerWissen projects will be used as the basis for the special session, and 
provide concrete examples on which discussions on knowledge-based decision making can 
build. Individuals and organisations with experience in the science to policy space will be 
specifically invited to contribute to the session. The session is held in 3 sequences: 
(1) In the morning MeerWissen and its projects aim for stakeholder engagement and 
knowledge exchange 
(2) At midday, the MeerWissen partners and experts from the science to policy space share 
expectations on how to address regional policy processes 
(3) In the afternoon session participants explore the role of scientists in policy advice  
 
Expected Outputs: The main outputs from the session are expected to include greater 
integration of the MeerWissen initiative into other processes in the WIO, and compilation of 
best practice examples on science to policy interactions from the WIO, as well as 
internationally. Documentation of these examples has not previously occurred, and these 
discussions may contribute to future engagements on science-to-policy in the marine and 
coastal space, such as the upcoming Marine Regions Forum to be held in Berlin, Germany in 
September 2019. 
 
Targeted audience: Special invited guests, and Symposium participants comprising 
scientists, decision-makers and practitioners interested in engaging in an interactive session.  
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11:30 Welcome and opening (MeerWissen/GIZ and WIOMSA) 

11:35 Objectives of the session and presentation of MeerWissen (GIZ) 

11:40 Elevator Pitch of 4 MeerWissen projects  

11:50 Market Place: The 4 MeerWissen projects in the WIO 

• Discuss synergies/complementarity with other projects and 
initiatives 

• Map key stakeholders and discuss engagement 

• Exchange knowledge on  
1. Biodiversity data handling and new technologies (NeDiT) 
2. Ocean governance network and graduate school (WIOGEN) 
3. Integrated coastal assessment(s) (CoastWise) 
4. Fishery data collection and strategy development (FIDEA) 

12:50 Wrap-Up and outlook  

 13:00 Lunch 
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14:00 Energizer 

14:05 Input: The WIO science to policy platform (Nairobi Convention 
Secretariat tbc) 

14:15 Presentation of best practice examples and success factors of 
the science to policy process in the WIO Region 

14:40 Panel: Sharing of expectations and preferred modalities for 
engaging with the WIO science policy platform (WIOMSA, Nairobi 
Convention Secretariat, MeerWissen project partners) 

15:20 Group Work in working stations: How to design and 
communicate scientific outputs in the MeerWissen projects 

15:50 Wrap-Up and outlook  

 16:00 Coffee break 
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16:30 Reflection: Policy Advice – what role for scientists?  

  

17:45 Summary and closing statements 

 

18:00 End & Departure 

 
The four MeerWissen projects that will be involved in this session are: 



  
 
 
1. New Digital Technologies for Marine Biodiversity Data Handling in East Africa - 

Data linking people (NDiTEA) 
Objective: Contribute to improved handling of biodiversity data in East Africa: Including 
providing, assessing data as well as integrating, analyzing and communicating data. 
Partners: Leibniz Center for Tropical Marine Research (ZMT); Institute of Marine Sciences 
(IMS) in Zanzibar, Tanzania; Region: WIO Region / Tanzania  
2. West Indian Ocean Governance & Exchange Network” (WIOGEN) 
Objective: Support policy advice through setting up a network on ocean governance and 
capacity building for young scientists. Partners: Leibniz Center for Tropical Marine Research 
(ZMT); International Ocean Institute (IOI) South Africa; Region: WIO Region 
3. CoastWise: Improving knowledge for integrated marine and coastal management 

in South Africa 
Objective: improve the integrated assessment of South Africa’s land-sea interface to 
enhance the knowledge base for informed decision-making. Partners: Helmholtz-Zentrum 
Geesthacht (HZG); South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), Institute for Coastal 
and Marine Research (CMR) of Nelson Mandela University (NMU), Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR); Region: South Africa 
4. Regional strategy for fishery data collection (FIDEA) 
Objective: Improve fisheries data monitoring by establishing a regional strategy for the 
collection of small fishery data; Partner: Leibniz Center for Tropical Marine Research (ZMT); 
Tanzania Fisheries Research Institute (TAFIRI); Institute of Marine Sciences (IMS); National 
Institute of Fisheries Research (IIP, Mozambique); Region: Tanzania, Zanzibar Mozambique 
 


