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Symposium enters its closing half
It seems like just yesterday when the Ninth WIOMSA Scientific Symposium was officially opened on Monday, 
26th October! But we are on the fourth day of the Symposium and in between quite a lot has happened. Six 
very interesting and informative keynote presentations have been delivered, at least 150 oral presentations 
have been given in different sessions and a very interactive poster session held on Tuesday.

Daily updates on the Symposium can be found on the WIOMSA Blog, <http://blog.wiomsa.net/>http://blog.
wiomsa.net/, WIOMSA accounts in Facebook and Twitter as well as in the Symposium website, symposium.
wiomsa.org

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL!
Marine scientists studying coral reefs are caught in the difficult position of protecting themselves from the 
long-term harmful effects of the sun, but also protecting corals from sunscreen. Many of you may be familiar 
with the research about toxic compounds in sunscreen and how they affect corals, but a recent 2015 paper in 
Archives of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology by C.A. Downs et al show evidence of further 
toxic effects that sunscreen compounds have.

When reading the labels of sunscreen and deciding which one to purchase look for the following common 
ingredients, as these have been shown to kill or cause bleaching in corals, act as endocrine disruptors, and 
damage DNA, even at very low concentrations:
• Oxybenzone (benzophenone-3, BP-3)
• Butylparaben 
• Octinoxate (ethylhexyl methoxycinnamate)
• 4-methylbenzylidene camphor (4MBC)

As early as 2008 scientists were sounding the warnings of some of these compounds, as Danovaro et al 
showed in their paper Sunscreens Cause Coral Bleaching by Promoting Viral Infections, Environmental 
Health Perspectives (2008). It is only now though that we are seeing this information make its way into 
popular press, with at least 10 articles being published in outlets such as the Huffington Post, Time, and the 
Washington Post.

It is up to us as a community to educate the larger public, as estimates say that between 4000 and 6000 tons 
of sunscreen washes off people each year. Encourage those around to you to cover up with rash guards, and 
to make good choices when using sunscreen. There has been no evidence that zinc or titanium oxide causes 
damage to reefs, and so people can choose products which contain that mineral. Coral reefs already face 
significant ecological threats, and we should not add to those through the use of a common product. The 
simple act of reading a label and telling others can help us to protect coral reefs.

A Reflection on the Live-Stream Session with Hōkūleʻa  
By David Obura

Talking with Captain Nainoa Thompson of the Hōkūleʻa was a moving experience. I have been one of the 
lucky and privileged few, especially coming from so far away, to have travelled to some of the islands that 
the Pacific voyagers come from – ranging from the Phoenix, Line and Gilbert & Ellice islands of Kiribati, 
Micronesia – visiting their country over 5 or 6 times, to Tahiti and Hawai’i itself in Polynesia, and then farther 
afield to Fiji, in Melanesia. In Kiribati I have been lucky enough to meet their inspiring president, and to get 
to know many of our colleagues personally, and also have a childhood friend who helped make our work a 
more personal connection. Perhaps it helps that Kenya and Kiribati sit beside each other in the UN, and I’ve 
met Kiribati delegates in UN meetings in Nairobi and elsewhere! So hearing Capt. Nainoa talk about his 
perceptions and experience of the Indian Ocean, and of his learning from his master, in his calm oceanic voice, 
was deeply moving and personal.
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 He talked about how learning is observing, and that this never stops, that it takes a lifetime to really learn the 
navigation of the sea, and how his teacher put it “if you want to learn all that I know about the sea, send me 
your son, you are already too old”. But then we heard of the recent death in 2010 of his instructor, the last of 
the Micronesian and Polynesian navigators, marking the extinction of their knowledge … after 3000 years. As 
an evolutionary biologist, thinking about the extinction and creation of species, singular events from which 
there is no turning back, this was the closest personal experience I’ve heard of extinction – and profoundly sad. 
Somehow, however, in his deep ocean way, Capt. Nainoa’s message and mood was deeply optimistic, about 
the change we need to bring about through education, and about getting a message to the world – to its leaders 
at the UN and climate conventions, and also to look to the education of children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE INVITATION TO SPECIAL SESSION: Strategic Adaptive Management 
of MPAs
Venue: Mtamvuna

On Friday, 30 October 2015, there will be a session devoted to discussion and strategic brainstorming on how 
we can effectively link our scientific results to management and conservation action. The session is scheduled 
on Friday from 2-5:30, and will be led by managers from Kenya and Tanzania.

Please join us.

Russell E. Train Fellowship and Grant Opportunities

Do you know an outstanding conservationist from that is interested in pursuing a graduate degree or attending 
a short-term training course? Are you partnering with a local organization that needs funding to train park 
guards, community members or other stakeholders or conduct a reforestation project? 

Fellowship Competitions. Fellowships support conserrvationists to pursue graduate degrees in conservation-
related fields. Applicants must be citizens and permanent residents of an eligible country. Deadline for the 
fellowship competitions is March 1, 2015. http://www.worldwildlife.org/projects/russell-e-train-fellowships 

Current & Aspiring University Faculty for Conservation. Fellowships support individuals affiliated with oor 
currently employed at Mozambican universities to pursue doctoral degrees in social science, natural science and 
other conservation-related fields at any university around the world. Deadline for the fellowship competitions 
is March 1, 2015. http://assets.worldwildlife.org/publications/820/files/original/WWF_Faculty_HI.pdf

Professional Development Grants (PDGs) - provide support for mid-career conservationists to pursue 
short-term, non-degree training to upgrade their knowledge and skills. Applicants may attend short courses, 
conferences, symposium and other training courses. Applicants may request up to $6,500 for the proposed 
training. Grants are awarded on a rolling-basis throughout the year. http://www.worldwildlife.org/initiatives/
professional-development-grants

Conservation Workshop Grants - fund organizations to train communities, stakeholders, park guards, and 
others on local and regional conservation issues. These grants support training workshops with a strong hands-
on learning component that will build capacity for people living in WWF priority places in select countries in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Organizations may request up to $7,500 for the proposed training. Grants are 
awarded on a quarterly basis. The next application deadline is November 1, 2015 and February 1, 2016. http://
www.worldwildlife.org/initiatives/conservation-workshop-grants

Reforestation Grants provide up to $10,000 in funding to organizations from select WWF priority places to 
conduct restoration and reforestation projects aimed at regaining ecological integrity and enhancing human 
wellbeing in deforested or degraded forest landscapes (mangrove project are eligible). Deadlines are December 
1, 2015 and February 1, 2016. http://www.worldwildlife.org/initiatives/reforestation-grants
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Invitation to join “Science Communication Africa”
“Science Communication Africa” is a Facebook-based group with 434 members, who discuss news, ideas and 
opinions about science communication. Members are either communication professionals, researchers and 
teachers or belong to the interested public. 

The group provides a forum to actively engage about advancements and challenges in science communication 
in an African context, but also worldwide.

All Symposium members are invited to participate in the group and share their views, experiences and opinions 
about effective science communication. 

Please visit here: http://www.facebook.com/groups/scicomafrica/

First Online Course for Science Communication in Africa
The only research chair for science communication on the African continent offers, in collaboration with 
the Centre for Research on Evaluation, Science and Technology (CREST) at the University of Stellenbosch 
(South Africa), the online course “Science Communication: An Introduction to Theory, Best Practice and 
Practical Skills”. The short course consists of six online sessions over 6 weeks, followed by about 4 weeks to 
complete a practical project. An important aspect is the engagement with other course participants.

This introductory course in science communication is ideal for people who work at the interface between 
science and society (or those who are interested to do so) and will assist especially those who must make 
science and research outcomes accessible and relevant to policy makers and public audiences.

Admission requirement: A recognised university bachelor’s degree or relevant tertiary diploma.

The next course will opened for registration in 2016.

Please visit here for the course details: http://www0.sun.ac.za/scicom/?page_id=3348

Questions about the course: Ms Rolene (rlm@sun.ac.za)

Page 4

http://www.facebook.com/groups/scicomafrica/
mailto:rlm%40sun.ac.za?subject=





