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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Changes in the Symposium Programme
Poster Presentations
The list of accepted posters has been updated. Download the updated list from, http://symposium.wiomsa.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/10/List-of-Posters_Final1.pdf. 

Oral Presentations
One major change has been effected in the programme for Oral presentations on Monday, 26 October 2015. Session XI on: Impacts 
of pollution and Session XII on: Social dynamics of coastal communities have been interchanged. Session XI: Social dynamics of 
coastal communities will now take place from 1400 to 1530 and Session XII: Impacts of pollution from 1600 to 1740.  
The other change is in the order of presentation in the Session XX: Elasmobranchs of the WIO– Sharks, which has changed as 
follows:
1100 -  A.  V. Blaison, E. Crochelet, G. Bertrand, S. Jaquemet, P. Cotel, F. Marsac, M. Soria - Ecological behaviour of bull shark 

(Carcharhinus leucas) on the west coast of Reunion
1120 -  M.L. Dicken, N. Nkabi - Trends in annual catch rates of the tiger shark (Galeocerdo cuvier) within the KZN Sharks Board 

bather safety program
1140 -  K.L. Mmonwa, S. Wintner, G. Cliff - Review of the global genetic connectivity and diversity of sharks caught off the east 

coast of South Africa: implications for species` conservation management
1200 - A. Pirog, A. Blaison, S. Jaquemet, M. Soria, H. Magalon - Genetic diversity in the bull shark Carcharhinus leucas and the 

tiger shark Galeocerdo cuvier in Reunion Island

Download the revised Programme from, http://symposium.wiomsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/WIOMSA-Ninth-WIOMSA-
Symposium_Scientific-Programme6.pdf. 
For any issue regarding both oral and poster presentations, please contact, Dr Sware Semesi (sware@wiomsa.org).

Special Sessions
A few changes have been made on the Special Session programme following the withdrawal of two sessions, ‘WWF: Fellowship 
and Short-Term Training Grant Application Writing Workshop’ and ‘WWF: Reforestation in Africa’ and addition of a new Session 
‘WIO Mangrove Network: progress and achievements’
Download the revised programme for special sessions from http://symposium.wiomsa.org/special-sessions/.  For any question 
regarding the Special Sessions, please contact, Dr Tim Andrew at tim@wiomsa.org. 

Register for Symposium Tours
Registration for Symposium tours is still open.  Zulwini Tours will be at the Wild Coast Sun Hotel on Monday, 26th October 
and Wednesday 28th October 2015. For more details about the tours, please visit, http://symposium.wiomsa.org/conference-
accommodation/. The deadline for registrations is 28th October 2015. Payments will be made either online or to the Zulwini Tours 
at the venue on 26 and 28 October 2015.

The Ninth WIOMSA 
Symposium Photo Contest:  
Vote for your winning 
photo!
The pre-selection of entries for the symposium photo 
competition entries is now complete. The photos will 
be displayed at the Poster Exhibition area at the venue 
for the duration of the symposium. Voting papers 
will be available in the participant’s symposium bag. 
Voting closes on Wednesday 28th October 2015. Get 
your vote in! Vote for your favourite photograph!
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BOOK LAUNCHES
Launch of the “Mangroves of the WIO: Status and Management” Book

Venue: Amadiba
Time: Wednesday, 13:45 – 14:00

The WIO Mangrove Network is profoundly glad to celebrate a major milestone, which is culminating in the launch of the maiden 
edition of the Book “Mangroves of the WIO: Status and Management”. The book covers classic case studies based on country 
chapters presenting mangrove distribution, associated biodiversity, historical and contemporary perspectives on management, 
mangroves uses including values and threats and recommendations on management. A cross-cutting chapter analyses key drivers 
including climate change, large scale developments driven by huge financial flows from different funding streams and lastly does a 
very unique and high level analysis on governance as a major driver of change. The Book is then capped by synthesized management 
recommendations, which include inter alia: Ecosystem restoration, community participation, application of planning tools (e.g. 
marine spatial planning), investments in Blue Economy, adherence to environmental and social safeguards and best practise in the 
implementation of large scale developments and lastly a regional approach to facilitate sharing of experiences and management of 
trans-boundary resources. The book is intended for policy makers, managers, scientists and university students without and outside 
the region.
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Official Launch of the book OFFSHORE FISHERIES OF THE 
SOUTHWEST INDIAN OCEAN: their status and the impact on 
vulnerable species

Venue: Amadiba
Time: Tuesday, 13:45 – 14:00

This book, which will be launched just before the official poster session of the symposium (13:45, 27 October 2015), is aimed at the 
Southwest Indian Ocean community. It provides comprehensive information on the largest fisheries of the region and the impacts 
they have on the ecosystems in which they operate.
 
The book is a multi-authored compendium broadly based on results generated by the Southwest Indian Ocean Fisheries Project 
(SWIOFP) and deals with offshore fisheries in the EEZ of nine countries in the Southwest Indian Ocean. Included are trawl and trap 
fisheries for crustaceans, a range of pelagic fisheries, as well as a diversity of demersal fisheries. Attention is given to the dilemma of 
bycatch whilst individual chapters are devoted to the status of vulnerable biota namely seabirds, marine mammals, elasmobranchs, 
sea turtles and threatened teleost fishes. Copies of the book will be freely available to attending delegates at the launch.
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THE INVITATION TO SPECIAL SESSIONS:
Invitation: MSC Special Session on Fishery Improvement Projects  
“Sustainable Fishing - where to from here?” 
Join the Marine Stewardship Council for a special session on Fishery Improvement Projects (FIP’s)  

Date: 30th October 2015 
Time: From 09h00
Venue: Mtamvuna, Wild Coast Sun

Demand for sustainable seafood is growing worldwide.  In South Africa, and elsewhere in the region, an increasing number of 
retailers and seafood traders have made commitments to sourcing fish from certified fisheries or fisheries in recognised Fisheries 
Improvement Projects (FIPs).
The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) Special Session on FIPs will investigate certification and ecolabelling as a driver for 
change and consider the role of FIPs in supporting structured progress towards certification.  This one day symposium is open to all 
interested delegates.  Scientists, fishery managers and NGO stakeholders are encouraged to attend and can expect to benefit from 
the direct experience of speakers involved in the development and implementation of FIPs in the Western Indian Ocean region.  
Attention will be also be given to the MSC’s accessibility tools – developed for FIP stakeholders to facilitate improved alignment of 
outcomes and monitoring and encourage uptake by developing world and small scale fisheries. 
Visit our stand in the Msikaba Pre-Assembly area to find out more.

Social Media Engagement at  
the WIOMSA Symposium

Hello everyone and welcome to the 9th WIOMSA Scientific Symposium! The vision and mission of WIOMSA is to study and care 
for the Western Indian Ocean, combining science and local indigenous knowledge to promote healthy, functioning ecosystems, and 
protect ocean resources for all users and stakeholders. 

Did you know that we accomplish a lot of this by promoting information online? We do this in the hopes of involving citizens and 
scientists, as well as stakeholders, in our activities. WIOMSA can be found on Facebook, Twitter (@WIOMSA) and Instagram (@
WIOMSA). Please tweet, comment, post, and share pictures with us throughout the week. The symposium hashtag is #WIOMSA2015

WIOMSA aims to further community involvement and conservation, connecting people and the environment as together we face 
the oncoming threat of climate change in a warming ocean. WIOMSA has a further mission of education and marine stewardship, 
as well as connecting global communities in their efforts to protect the oceans.

We are therefore engaging on every level of digital communication possible. We invite members of our community to join us on 
all of our social media platforms. In addition, we have a photo competition running and will feature chosen photographs on our 
Instagram page. Please go to Instagram and Facebook to vote for your favourite photo!

There will be daily social media updates and announcements – so don’t miss out! Follow us today!
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“Let’s go find Africa” 
– Nainoa Thompson, Captain, Hōkūleʻa Voyaging Canoe

A double hulled, authentic, voyaging canoe has hit the shores of South Africa. The Polynesian Voyaging Society (http://www.
hokulea.com/) set sail out of Hawaiʻi 40 years ago, and has been sailing to different parts of the world since then. The legendary 
vessel Hōkūleʻa is growing its historic journey to include the continent of Africa for the first time ever. First they traced their roots 
through the Pacific, and then on to Madagascar, which was the furthest point the Polynesian voyagers of old reached over 1,000 
years ago. Now they look to Africa, an uncharted continent in an ocean that is unlike their own.

From her home in Hawaiʻi to her first port of call in South Africa (Richards Bay), the Hōkūleʻa is voyaging about 19,000 kilometres, 
or over 10,000 nautical miles. This historic occasion is the first time the African coast has seen a Polynesian voyaging canoe and 
crew, and we welcome them to our home waters. 

Arrival in South Africa
In accordance with their culture, the crew of the 
Hōkūleʻa invited local ocean stewards to meet 
them before making port. This allows them to 
ask for permission to enter our waters, and pay 
respect to those who came before. It also gives 
South Africans the opportunity to welcome them 
in our own way. The canoe was met in Richards 
Bay by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife and the local 
NSRI escort who guided it to a waterfront berth. 
Aboard Ezemvelo boat was a welcoming party, 
including the Wildlands’ Ocean Stewards and 
the crew of the conservation research vessel 
R.V Angra Pequena. 

This was a particularly momentous occasion 
as Hōkūleʻa’s first landfall on the African 
continent. The Hōkūleʻa voyage carries a strong 
message of sustainable use of marine resources, 
and it is therefore fitting that Ezemvelo as the 
marine conservation management agency on 
the east coast of South Africa welcomed them 
and the message to our shores. Local leaders in the area, and members of local small-scale fishing co-management communities, 
Kwambonambi and Mbenpeni, also met the Polynesian voyagers in a cultural exchange ceremony, to share messages and experiences, 
and to be shown around the Hōkūleʻa while the canoe is in Richards Bay. A delegation of the canoe’s crew were planning to visit 
the iSimangaliso Wetland Park.

Mission and Vision
Mālama Honua, the mission of the voyage, in Hawaiian means “caring for our Island Earth” has a very similar message to our local 
South African ubuntu philosophy of community and caring. This is voyaging in the ancient way, as their Polynesian ancestors once 
did when they first came to the islands of Hawaiʻi. On board, there is no compass, sextant, or cell phone, watch, or GPS for direction. 
The navigator and crew find their way by the stars, the sun, and the moon. The Polynesian Voyaging Society and the Hōkūleʻa are 
almost exactly halfway around the world from their home port, and have embarked on this worldwide voyage to further the message 
of global connectedness, sustainability, and creating a future that includes healthy oceans. 

In South Africa, we talk about the message of Ubuntu – the philosophy of humanity towards others, or human-ness. During National 
Marine Week in South Africa I spoke with several high school learners about Ubuntu and what it means to them. 

“Ubuntu is caring for anyone you don’t know, showing love and  
respect to someone #humanity”

“Ubuntu is being selfless, and putting everyone else before yourself”
“I think Ubuntu means how does a person work with people positively”

“Ubuntu is when a person is kind enough to take of another person”
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What’s Next for Hōkūleʻa?
After Richards Bay she heads to Durban. While she is 
in Durban the Hōkūleʻa will be hosted in the Durban 
Marina, moored between the Point and Royal Natal 
Yacht Clubs. The vessel R/V Angra Pequena will sail 
out of the harbour to meet the Hōkūleʻa and accompany 
her into the harbour.  Aboard R/V Angra Pequena will 
be the Wildlands Ocean Stewards. They are students 
from the University of KwaZulu-Natal who took part in 
a research cruise this year with leading scientists of the 
African Coelacanth Ecosystem’s Programmes’ offshore 
biodiversity mapping project. 

The Ocean Stewards Program is supported by The Blue 
Fund, a partnership between Wildlands and Grindrod. It 
aims to promote the emergence of new cohort of trained 
Ocean Stewards that are equipped and inspired to 
ensure effective future governance and protection of the 
oceans. The Wildlands Ocean Stewards project is being 
implemented by Sea Quests, who operates R/V Angra 
Pequena, and whose goal is to support research, training 
and conservation expeditions that build knowledge and 
awareness of our oceans and contribute to sound decision-
making and management of the marine environment.

WIOMSA joins the marine community in South Africa 
in welcoming the crew of the Hōkūleʻa. During the 9th 
WIOMSA Scientific Symposium there will be a live 
online chat held (via satellite) with the crew of the canoe, 
and we invite symposium participants to join us for a 
questions and answer session.

Coastal communities worldwide face similar threats due 
to climate change and warming oceans. The mission of 
the Hōkūleʻa is to learn how we can combine what we 
learn from science and indigenous knowledge to benefit 
and conserve the world’s oceans. Through community 
engagement, story-telling, and caring for this island we 
all call our home, we can all mālama honua.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Invitation to join “Science Communication Africa”
“Science Communication Africa” is a Facebook-based group with 434 members, who 
discuss news, ideas and opinions about science communication. Members are either communication professionals, researchers and 
teachers or belong to the interested public. 
The group provides a forum to actively engage about advancements and challenges in 
science communication in an African context, but also worldwide.
All Symposium members are invited to participate in the group and share their views,
experiences and opinions about effective science communication. 
Please visit here: http://www.facebook.com/groups/scicomafrica/
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First Online Course for Science Communication in Africa
The only research chair for science communication on the African continent offers, in collaboration with the Centre for Research 
on Evaluation, Science and Technology (CREST) at the University of Stellenbosch (South Africa), the online course “Science 
Communication: An Introduction to Theory, Best Practice and Practical Skills”. The short course consists of six online sessions 
over 6 weeks, followed by about 4 weeks to complete a practical project. An important aspect is the engagement with other course 
participants.
This introductory course in science communication is ideal for people who work at the interface between science and society (or 
those who are interested to do so) and will assist especially those who must make science and research outcomes accessible and 
relevant to policy makers and public audiences.
Admission requirement: A recognised university bachelor’s degree or relevant tertiary diploma.
The next course will opened for registration in 2016.
Please visit here for the course details: http://www0.sun.ac.za/scicom/?page_id=3348
Questions about the course: Ms Rolene (rlm@sun.ac.za)

WORLD AQUACULTURE VISITS THE AFRICAN CONTINENT 
FOR THE FIRST TIME – CONFERENCE IN CAPE TOWN, 
SOUTH AFRICA

World Aquaculture 2017 – “Sustainable Aquaculture – New Frontiers For Economic 
Growth”
1. Introduction & Background

The World Aquaculture Society (WAS), established since 1970, has the purpose of promoting education in aquaculture and helping 
disseminate information on aquaculture around the world.  Each year WAS holds an international meeting (World Aquaculture) so 
the latest aquaculture information can be presented.  In addition, WAS Chapters hold regional meetings in their targeted area.

In addition to conferences, WAS publishes Journal of World Aquaculture 
Society six times per year and WORLD AQUACULTURE. Magazine of 
WAS four times per year.

World Aquaculture meetings have been held in Australia, USA, 
Czechoslovakia, Brazil, Indonesia, China, Korea, Italy, France, Thailand and 
Mexico.  In 2015, World Aquaculture will be held in South Korea and in 
2016 in the USA.  WAS has agreed to hold the World Aquaculture 2017 
(WA2017) in Cape Town, South Africa.  The WAS meetings have proven 
highly successful in each location.

2. Dates, Host City and Venue

It has been agreed with the WAS Board that World Aquaculture 2017 will be 
held in at the CTICC in Cape Town, South Africa during  June 26 – 30, 2017. 

 

For more details, Email: worldaqua@aol.com Website: www.was.org. 
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