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The southern Madagascar is very reputed by the succession of famines – kere that lead the death of people and 

livestock in that region. Those famines are due to repetitive droughts that occur periodically caused by climate 

variability in that area which belongs to the arid zone of the country. Yet, the main activity of the population is 

agriculture and fishing activity is only practiced by a very few percentage of the community. 

We have conducted socio-economic assessment within three fishermen villages to better understand the life 

style of the southern coastal community. Then, we have also undertaken traditional fishing survey in those 

villages to more understand and identify the characteristics of fishing activities and identify the main potential 

resources. Finally, an assessment of the climate variability was directed to well apprehend the climate risks in 

the south and to have an overview on the community vulnerability. 

Socio-economic assessment results shown that fishing activity plays an important role in the southern coastal 

community livelihood. The fishing survey results let us to conclude that the southern Madagascar still has lots of 

resources that are less exploited by the community – except lobsters and shells. Lobsters and big pelagic fishes 

constitute the potential halieutic resources. The main climate risk is the drought – since 1896 till 2014, 14 

droughts episodes have occurred. 

For a better climate variability adaptation, the development of the fishing activity will enhance the fishermen 

adaptation capacity and improve the food security in whole. A deep assessment of the southern Madagascar 

upwelling system is recommended to well apprehend its characteristics as it is linked to the upcoming of 

drought. 
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