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Gracilariasalicornia; a red macro-algae, has been identified by previous studies as one 

amongst 435 reported seaweed species in the Republic of Mauritiushaving a commercial 

potential. 

A community-based Gracilariasalicornia farm was established in 2014 in the coastal village 

of Grand Sable in the South East Region of Mauritius. The objectives of this farm were to 

confirm, with the collaboration of the women entrepreneur of Grand Sable, the results 

obtained in a previous study conducted in the neighbouring region of Vieux Grand Port from 

April 2013 to October 2013 and to build local capacity in seaweed farming to empower them 

on alternate income-generating activities. 

  

Prior to the setting up of the community-based farm, community mapping and bio-assessment 

exercises were conducted to align with communal lagoon usage and environmental pre-

requisites. A hands-on training was conducted to impart knowledge and skills to a total of 20 

coastal women entrepreneur on seaweed farming, physiology and safety. 

  

Four PVC rafts of 36m
2
, each containing 100 net bags, were established in the intertidal zone of the Grand 

Sable/ Vieux Grand Port lagoon. The seeding rate was 0.278Kg FW m
-2 

with 100gm in each net bag. Physical 

parameters including temperature, salinity, pH and conductivity were monitored on a weekly basis. A total 

harvest of 145.2 kg FW was obtained after 19 weeks representing a 3.63 fold increase. An average harvest of 

36.3 ±  3.06 kg FW raft
-1

 was recorded with yield rate of 1.008 Kg FW m
-2

 and net yield rate of 0.730 Kg FW 

m
-2

. Nutritional profiling of the harvested seaweed denoted amongst others a protein content of 0.74 ±0.9 gm 

100gm
-1

 FW and calcium content of 51 ±19 mg 100gm
-1 

FW indicating a good potential for value-addition 

activities such as food products and cosmetics. 

 

mailto:pvramjeawon@mrc.intnet.mu

