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Using Baited Remote Underwater VideoStations (BRUVS) to study the distribution and 

abundance of the demersal fish assemblages on the Seychelles continental shelf  
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Fishermen have always targeted fish on fishing banks and shoals on the Seychelles bank. The general assumptions 

are that these areas have a higher diversity of species and overall higher abundances than the other sites. As of yet 

no studies have 
beaen

 undertaken in the Seychelles to investigate the distribution of fish assemblages on the bamks. 

Baited remote underwater video samples (BRUVS) (n=60) were deployed on fishing banks (n=30) and off of fishing 

banks (n=30) to investigate if there were any differences between them. Additionally, the effects of depth and 

habitat type on the fish assemblages were also investigated. Samples were collected from a depth range between 

30m and 70m and classed into four habitat categories . Analysis showed that there was no significant effect of being 

situated on or off banks sites or in  depth on the abundance and diversity of fish assemblages. Habitat type however 

had an effect on the community structure, diversity, abundance and trophic structure of demersal fish assemblages. 

Habitats with more complex structures such as coral patches and algal beds had higher abundance and diversity than 

les complex habitats like sand and rubble. The habitat type seems to be more influential in the structuring of the fish 

assemblages. The distribution of these habitats appears to be fairly even both on and off of the fishing banks. This 

suggests that the assumptions of banks and shoals having more fish may not be accurate. 
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