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Description of the event and objectives  
 
WWF’s Russell E. Train Education for Nature Program (EFN) provides critical financial 
support to proven and aspiring conservation leaders in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. This 
funding enables grantees to gain the skills and knowledge needed to address conservation 
challenges in their home countries.  
  
In 2012, with support from The UPS Foundation, EFN launched the Reforestation Grant 
Program. Globally, the program’s approach is to empower locally-based organizations in 
WWF priority areas to plant, protect, and preserve trees; as well as to build skills and 
knowledge for local stakeholders by requiring organizations to include an active training 
component as part of their project activities. Forest restoration and reforestation activities 
create numerous wildlife and ecosystem service opportunities.  In addition, these activities 
engage local stakeholders -- generating income and connecting communities to nature. 
  
In Africa and Madagascar, over a third of the Reforestation Grant Program’s funding has 
been used to support eleven organizations in the Congo Basin, Coastal East Africa, and 
Madagascar. Sustained regional interest in the program is a strong indicator of the value these 
countries place on community based conservation activities.  
  
This talk will outline reforestation projects that have taken place in Africa; highlight 
challenges to local stakeholder engagement, and discuss lessons learned. It will also take into 
account ways in which the program has refined itself to maximize the long term success of 
these projects, e.g. working with WWF Adaptation Experts to increase knowledge of climate 
adaptive techniques to a broader audience. 
  
Expected outputs  
Teasing out geographic differences and sustainability of reforestation projects in the 
WIOMSA member areas 
 
Targeted audience  
Reforestation practitioners and community based project leaders 
Indicative program of the event: Hour and a half to two hour long session with a presentation, 
activity, and group discussion. 
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