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Outline 
The Ocean Forecasting Group for the western Indian Ocean was established in February 2013 
by the IOC Sub-Commission for Africa and the Adjacent Islands States (IOCAFRICA) in 
collaboration with the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA). The 
group comprises oceanographers and marine meteorologists from the WIO region (currently 
Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, Madagascar and Mauritius). The primary goal of the group is 
to prepare ocean inputs for the Climate Forecasting Group ahead of the Greater Horn of 
Africa Climate Outlook Forums (COFs). The COFs have in turn been in existence since 
1987, with their primary objective being development of consensus regional climate outlooks 
for the rainfall seasons and formulation of mitigation strategies to the implications of the 
outlook on the critical climate sensitive sectors of the region. The COFs also provide a 
regional interaction platform for scientists, policy makers and users of climate information.  
 
Agenda 
This workshop will come up with a road map for the period between the 41st COF (August 
2015) and the next COF for Sept-Dec season in August 2016, with milestones to be achieved 
at different levels as follows: 
 
A: Contribution of the ocean forecasting group in climate forecasting  
The workshop will discuss on the previous contributions of the Ocean Forecasting Group 
since the 33rd COF in 2013. We will present some of the products and then examine in detail 
the challenges and solutions in achieving the objectives of the group including:  

i) Lack of tools and input data for ocean forecasting 
ii) Responding to the needs of the Climate Forecasting Group such as: use of ocean 

observations to validate satellite data in climate forecasting; provision of high 
resolution SST data for climate forecasting; modelling of sub-surface temperature and 
thermocline over the WIO; prediction of cyclones, and a synthesis of the connection 
between the Indian and Pacific Oceans (e.g. ENSO and IOD teleconnections). 
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B: Production of ocean products for stakeholders other than climate 
The workshop participants will discuss on the possibility of developing products that will 
benefit not only the climate sector, but also other stakeholders (e.g. environment, fisheries, 
health etc). 
 
C: Publication of a book or special issue of a journal 
The Ocean Forecasting Group has so far produced more than 10 reports, and part of this work 
has already been published as workshop proceedings. The workshop will therefore discuss on 
the possibility of publishing future work as special issue of a journal, or as a book, and the 
logistics on how to achieve that. 
 
Workshop participants are therefore invited to provide feedback to address general or specific 
issues and to comment on the milestones to be achieved.   
 
  
 


