
Dr Matthew Richmond is a marine scientist based in Tanzania for the last 27 years.  He has 

professional experience on diverse tropical marine environmental issues ranging from the Irish 

Sea to East Africa, Saudi Arabia, Papua New Guinea, Australia and the South Pacific. From 1992, 

he was permanently based in Zanzibar, at the Institute of Marine Sciences (University of Dar es 

Salaam) and later at WIOMSA, where for nine years he was mainly engaged in marine research 

and teaching, and marine surveys in other parts of the western Indian Ocean region, contributing 

to his work in compiling A Field Guide to the Seashores of Eastern Africa and the Western Indian 

Ocean Islands (1st edition 1997). He then moved to Dar es Salaam to establish Samaki Consultants 

in 2002 and since early 2015, was appointed the Chief Specialist at COWI Tanzania. 

  

Dr Richmond's consultancy experience includes marine invasive species survey at Port Victoria, 

Seychelles, baseline surveys of Mtwara Harbour, Tanzania, and EIAs on ports and jetties in 

Tanzania, and more recently, on marine and environmental issues related to upstream and mid-

stream oil/gas activities. These include EIAs associated with the Songo Songo gas field and Gas 

Processing Plant, offshore exploration in Blocks 1 to 7 off the coast of Tanzania, and fisheries and 

marine biodiversity issues associated with resettlement at the proposed Liquefied Natural Gas 

(LNG) plant at Lindi. Currently he is coordinating marine surveys on the EIA for the proposed 

Marine Storage Terminal and oil export jetty for the East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) 

project in Tanga. Dr Richmond was a key team member in the development of Environmental 

Impact Assessment Guidelines for Tanzania’s Oil and Gas Sector in co-operation with the national 

regulator NEMC. Research and teaching on artisanal fisheries, humpback whale monitoring, 

taxonomy of marine life and scientific editing continue to be parallel areas of interest. 

 


