The Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA),
the Institute of Marine Science (IMS) and the Department of
Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries (DASF) of the University of Dar es
Salaam, the Tanzania Fisheries Research Institute (TAFIRI) and
the Nairobi Convention extend a warm welcome to all delegates
attending the 10th WIOMSA Scientific Symposium. We hope that
your stay in Dar es Salaam will be fruitful and enjoyable.

Group photo of participants at the 9th WIOMSA Scientific Symposium in 2015, Wild Coast Sun, Port Edward, South Africa.

SYMPOSIUM VENUE

GETTING THERE: TRANSPORT

Plenary, oral and poster presentation sessions will
take place at JNICC which has the following rooms:
Selous, Mikumi, Bagamoyo, Mafia, Gombe, Katavi and
the Victoria Lobby (which will be used for poster and
exhibition sessions). These rooms are air-conditioned and
Audio/Visual equipment will be supplied and ready in
time for the conference.

Symposium Shuttle Service. Shuttles will be

WIOMSA’s 10th Scientific Symposium will be held at the
Julius Nyerere International Convention Center (JNICC)
which is conveniently located in the heart of Dar es
Salaam’s city centre on Shaaban Robert Street. Most of the
accommodation options are within a walking distance of
the Conference Centre and transport will be provided for
participants staying in designated symposium hotels that
are further away from JNICC.

The main conference room, Selous Conference Hall,
has a maximum capacity of 1000 people in theatre style
seating, and will be used for the opening ceremony and
the key note presentations as well as one of the parallel
oral presentation sessions. The remaining 5 parallel oral
presentation sessions will take place in the above listed
rooms where the seating will be in cinema style.

Shuttles will be organized to pick up delegates on
Saturday 28th October and Sunday 29th October from
the Julius Nyerere International Airport (JNIA) to the
listed symposium hotels, and on Saturday 4th November
and Sunday 5th November to the airport. Timetables for
departure days will be placed at the conference secretariat
desk. The airport is approximately 40 minutes drive from
the venue, during low traffic.
organized every morning at 7.30 am from the surrounding
hotels, and back to these hotels at 6.15 pm.

Alternative transport arrangements

Participants arriving in Dar es Salaam (on other dates than
28th and 29th October, and departing on other dates than
4th and 5th November) will need to organize and pay for
airport shuttle services personally.
For moving around the city, Uber is currently the best
option. For taxis, most town trips range from 5000Tsh to
10,000Tsh. Avoid taking bodaboda (motorcycle riders).

Dar es Salaam City

Dar es Salaam (or Dar in short) means “the place of peace" in Arabic, and
is the largest city and economic capital of Tanzania. Located in a quiet
bay off the Indian Ocean coast, the city has developed into economic
importance becoming a prosperous centre for the entire East African
region. Its bustling harbour is the main port in Tanzania. Dar es Salaam
is located at 6°48' South, 39°17' East, with sandy beaches in some areas.
The region of Dar es Salaam is divided into five districts.

Health Requirements

Travelers from yellow fever-affected countries require inoculations to
enter Tanzania. Delegates are advised to bring yellow fever vaccination
cards. Dar es Salaam, as with any other tropical region, is prone to
malaria. It is recommended that delegates take necessary precautions
while in the area (e.g. protective clothing, insect repellents. Please check
with your doctor, prior to travel, if you need anti-malaria medication.)

Time difference (GMT+3)

Tanzania operates on Eastern Africa Time (EAT) which is three hours
ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).

Taxes

Value Added Tax (VAT), at the rate of 18%, is levied on most goods and
services and is included in the display price of most goods. International
visitors are encouraged to keep their slips so as reclaim VAT refunds on
goods (not services) priced higher than 400,000 Tanzanian shillings at
JNIA. Passengers are requested to support their claims by providing
Fiscalised Receipts, Valid Passports, Air Tickets and Boarding Passes.

Currency

The currency in Tanzania is the Tanzanian Shilling, denoted by the
symbol Tsh with the 10,000 note the highest valued note and 500
shillings the lowest valued note. Foreign currency can easily be
exchanged at local banks and at any bureau de change. The exchange
rate is approximately 2200 Tsh to the US dollar. All major credit cards
such as American Express, Bank of America, Diners, Master Card, Visa
and affiliates are accepted in the majority of establishments in Tanzania.
ATMs displaying international credit and debit card logos can be used
with the respective cards.

Communication

Tanzania is among the countries with the fastest Internet connectivity in the
region. The symposium venue will have free wifi services for delegates use.

Travel Requirements

Please note that any foreigner seeking to enter the United Republic of
Tanzania is subject to the following entry requirements:
i. A passport or travel document which is valid for not less than six
months;
ii. A valid visa (Madagascar, Comoros, Reunion and from outside
Africa) from any Tanzanian Mission abroad, or obtainable on arrival
at any designated entry points or visa issuing centre. Visa fees are
USD 50.00.

Tipping

In Tanzania, it is customary to tip anyone who has provided service
to you (restaurant, car guards, tour guide operators etc.) but it is not
compulsory

Where to Stay

A list of symposium designated hotels is available on the symposium
website http://symposium.wiomsa.org/accommodation/. WIOMSA has
negotiated special rates with the listed hotels; please state “WIOMSA
conference” when booking your accommodation directly in order to
benefit from the special rates. Participants whose accommodation is
being covered by WIOMSA will be notified accordingly.

Things to do in Dar es Salaam

We want to bring to your attention (in case you haven’t already heard)
that while in Tanzania there is also an amazing opportunity to enjoy the
tourist spaces available in Dar es Salaam and in the neighboring regions.
There are a variety of packages available depending on your budget and
how much time you can spare. Please contact the Symposium official tour
operator, Afri Roots (http://afriroots.co.tz/) and visit http://symposium.
wiomsa.org/post-conference-tours/ for more details.

Dar es Salaam by Night
The coast of Tanzania is well known for its variety of music and
entertainment, with the warm evenings full of street restaurants, music
and life. Afri Roots organizes tours to experience live bands which vary
from Njenje, Afro Cuban Jazz, Taarab, Rhumba music, coastal ceremonies
and true coastal cuisine. This tour includes transfers to and from hotels,
lodging and also airport transfers if you are catching late flights. WIOMSA
is collaborating with Afri Roots to enable your fun nightsout in Dar. Cost is
$40 per person, minimum 2 pax. This includes transport for the tour and
transfers by Bajaj, entry fees and one drink. You need to bring extra cash for
additional drinks.
Saadani National Park
One gets to relish the palm trees as they sway in a cooling oceanic breeze.
White sand and blue water sparkle alluringly beneath the tropical sun.
Saadani is a splendid place to visit. Traditional dhows sail slowly past,
propelled by billowing white sails, whilst Swahili fishermen cast their nets
below a brilliant red sunrise. WIOMSA is collaborating with TANAPA to
enable you visit to Saadani National Park at concessional rates.
Mikumi National Park
Mikumi is Tanzania’s fourth-largest national park. It’s also the most
accessible from Dar es Salaam. With almost guaranteed wildlife sightings, it
makes an ideal safari destination for those without much time. WIOMSA is
collaborating with TANAPA to enable you to visit Mikumi National Park at
concessional rates.
Dar es Salaam Marine Reserve
The Dar es Salaam Marine Reserve System (DMRS) is a group of marine
wildlife reserves in Tanzania, situated off the coast of Dar es Salaam.
The reserve system consists of the seven islands of Bongoyo, Mbudya,
Pangavini, Fungu Yasini, Makatobe, Sinda and Kendwa. It provides
protection for several important tropical ecosystems including coral
reefs, mangroves and seagrass beds. Afri Roots organizes day tours to, or
overnight camping at Sinda Island.
Dar Reality Cycle
Experience a 5-hour cycle ride through the less travelled parts of Dar es
Salaam, through a maze of traffic free crisscrossing footpaths in the heart
of Dar es Salaam organized by Afri Roots. We have grown-up in these
neighborhoods and this is a chance for us to share what true Dar es Salaam
culture is and feels like. As well as the socio-economic structures and issues
of these neighborhoods, visit buzzing markets, one on one chats with coffee
brewers, street performers and support the local artists in their art. This
tour is best done on bicycle as you cover more areas and have less impact
on our environment. Doing the tour in a Bajaj (TukTuk) can be arranged on
request. Afri Roots has the Dar Reality Cycle tour including to Kigamboni
South Beach as one of its planned excursions for the symposium.
Bagamoyo Town
The town of Bagamoyo is a home to world-class historical sites and one of
UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites with rich cultural heritage waiting for you
to explore.
Mafia Island Marine Park
Mafia is renowned as an excellent world-class diving destination with some
of the richest reefs in the world. The park covers the southern part of Mafia
Island and includes the inhabited islands of Chole, Juani Jibondo and
Bwejuu and several uninhabited islets, and the associated waters.
Zanzibar Island
Known as the Spice Island, the beautiful island of Zanzibar on Africa’s east
coast is bursting with culture and history, seemingly at odds with its idyllic
geography of white-sand beaches with palms swaying lazily in the sea
breeze. Together this makes Zanzibar a fabulous place to explore as well as a
dream location in which to relax and unwind.

Contacts

For any inquiry please contact: Ms Lilian Omolo - lilian@wiomsa.org

